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HIGHLIGHTS 
August 25 - 31, 2002 


Highlights provided by USDA/WAOB 


Ee eavy rain soaked the East Coast drought areas from 
eastern Georgia to southern New England, easing 
long-term rainfall deficits but causing local flooding. 
Farther south, wet weather continued to curb irrigation 
demands in Florida, while very warm, mostly dry weather 
promoted summer crop maturation and _ harvesting 
elsewhere in the South, including the Delta. Meanwhile in 
the Midwest, immature corn and soybeans continued to 
benefit from the previous week’s soil moisture 
improvements, but unfavorably dry conditions further 
stressed late-planted summer crops in the Ohio Valley. 
Farther west, scattered showers and thunderstorms provided 
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Drought Severity Index by Division 
AUG 31, 2002 
(Long Term Palmer) 
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U.S. Drought Monitor August27. 2002 
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Additional Precipitation Needed to Bring Index Near Zero 
AUG 31, 2002 


(Long Term Palmer) 


(Index Values are in Tenths. Example 37=3.7) 
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___Weather Data for Mississippi and the Missouri Bootheel 
Weather Data for the Week Ending August 31, 2002 





Data provided by the Mississippi State Delta Research and Extension Center (DREC), 
the Southern Regional Climate Center (SRCC), and the University of Missouri. 
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Compiled by USDA/OCE/WAOB’s Stoneville Field Office. * Based on 1971-2000 normals. 


Weather and Crop Summary: The passage of a weak cold front brought a return to near-normal temperatures, following a warm start 
to the week. Isolated showers accompanied the frontal passage. In the Bootheel, corn was mostly in the dent or black-layer stage, 
while soybeans were filling pods or turning color. Sorghum was turning color or drying down, and rice was heading. Most of the cotton 
was setting bolls, with some open bolls reported. In the Mississippi Delta, harvesting of corn, sorghum, rice, and early-maturing 


soybeans was in full swing. Late-maturing soybeans were filling pods or drying down. Cotton bolls were open in most locations, with 
defoliation beginning in selected areas. 








Average Pan Evaporation (inches) 
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Based on preliminary data 
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(Continued from front cover) 
provided some drought relief on the High 
Plains, although additional rainfall will soon 


Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 


AUG 25 - 31, 2002 





be needed during the winter wheat 
establishment period. In the Southwest, 
isolated showers provided little relief from 
historically dry conditions. Elsewhere west 
of the Rockies, warm, mostly dry weather 
continued to strain drought-reduced irrigation 
reserves but favored fieldwork, including 
Northwestern small grain harvesting. 


Two rounds of heavy rain spread northward 

along the East Coast, totaling 4 to 10 inches 

or more from eastern Georgia to the coastal 

Mid-Atlantic region. Salisbury, MD, netted 

10.52 inches in a 5-day period from August 

28 - September 1, including 24-hour totals of 

1.64 inches on August 28-29 and 8.84 inches 

on August 31 - September 1. Similarly, daily 

totals in Georgetown, DE, reached 1.47 

inches on August 29 and 6.22 inches on y 
September 1. Farther south, 10.28 inches \“™"'® Oy 
soaked Wilmington, NC, during the last 8 ——-———"~ 


CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated contours 
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days of August. However, the rain did not 

prevent Mid-Atlantic locations such as Washington, DC, and 
Baltimore, MD, from completing their driest September-August period 
on record. Washington received 22.63 inches (58 percent of normal) 
during the 12-month period, while Baltimore collected 26.33 inches 
(63 percent). In addition, Washington tied 1991 for their second- 
hottest summer (June to August) on record, with an average 
temperature of 79.4°F (2.4°F above normal). With an average 
temperature of 80.0°F, the summer of 1980 remains Washington’s 
hottest on record. 


Farther inland from the Atlantic Coast, several locations from Georgia 
to Maine registered record or near-record August dryness. In Georgia, 
August rainfall totaled just 0.14 inch (4 percent of normal) in Athens 
and 0.77 inch (21 percent) in Atlanta. It was Athens’ second-lowest 
August rainfall behind 0.09 inch in 1951, and Atlanta’s lowest August 
total since 0.50 inch fell in 1976. Atlanta received 137.70 inches of 
precipitation (74 percent of normal) from January 1, 1999, to August 
31, 2002, a deficit of 47.98 inches. Unless Atlanta receives 24.94 
inches (165 percent of normal) during the next 4 months, 1999-2002 
will replace 1924-27 as the city’s driest 4 consecutive calendar years 
on record. Meanwhile in West Virginia, August rainfall totals were 
the lowest on record in locations such as Beckley (1.05 inches, or 30 
percent of normal), Clarksburg (0.66 inch, or 15 percent), and 
Parkersburg (0.46 inch, or 11 percent). It was also the driest August 
on record in Blacksburg, VA (0.88 inch, or 24 percent of normal), and 
Caribou, ME (0.55 inch, or 13 percent), replacing records that had 
been established in 1957. 


In Indianapolis, IN, high temperatures reached or exceeded 80°F on 
every day during August for only the second time on record. In 
addition, Indianapolis marked their 76" consecutive day with highs at 
or above 80°F, far ahead of the former record of 61 days, set in 1931. 
Indianapolis’ monthly temperatures averaged 77.4°F (3.9°F above 
normal), the highest August reading since 79.6°F in 1995. In contrast, 
Great Falls, MT, completed their second-coolest August on record, 
behind only 1993, with an average temperature of 60.8°F (4.8°F below 
normal). 


In part due to dry soils associated with long-term drought, daily-record 
low and high temperatures were set or tied on the same date at a few 
Western locations, including Safford, AZ (52°F and 105°F on August 
25). Alamosa, CO, notched daily-record lows and highs on August 25 
(30 and 87°F) and 26 (31 and 88°F). Farther south, some of the hottest 
weather of the year overspread the south-central United States. On 
August 25, El Paso, TX, posted their highest reading of the year 
(104°F, also achieved on June 13, June 18, and August 15). With 5 
consecutive days of triple-digit heat from August 24-28, El Paso 
reached a total 32 such days for the year (normal is 14 days, but the 
record remains 62 days in 1994). Meanwhile, San Antonio, TX, noted 
a high of 100°F on August 26, their first triple-digit reading since 
August 18, 2001. Meanwhile, Tulsa, OK, closed the June-August 


period with only 2 days of triple-digit heat (101°F on July 26 and 100°F 
on August 23), compared with 23 such days during the summer of 
2001. 


Although severe thunderstorms were fairly widespread in late August 
across the Plains, South, and upper Midwest, there was one especially 
severe, long-lived outbreak. On the evening of August 26, a cluster of 
strong thunderstorms developed on the central High Plains. Several 
tornadoes were reported in Cheyenne County, KS, and wind gusts to 
91 mph were clocked at the Bird City Airport. The thunderstorm 
complex then raced southeastward, leaving a swath of damaging winds 
in its path before reaching the Gulf Coast the following afternoon near 
the Texas-Louisiana border. Peak wind gusts in Okiahoma included 
80 mph in Custer County near Weatherford and 72 mph in Ellis 
County at Gage. A wind gust to 67 mph was recorded as far south as 
Harris County, TX, near Houston. 


Wildfire activity remained a serious concern across much of the West. 
In early September, according to the National Interagency Fire Center, 
18 large wildfires across 8 States in various stages of containment were 
responsible for more than 675,000 acres of charred vegetation. The 
largest of the fires, the 500,000-acre Biscuit complex in southwestern 
Oregon, was more than 90 percent contained by early September. By 
September 3, the national, year-to-date wildfire acreage climbed to 
more than 6.3 million acres, nearly twice the 10-year average. Since 
1960, U.S. wildfires burned more vegetation in only 5 other years (8.4 
million acres in 2000; 7.4 million in 1988; 7.1 million in 1963; and 6.7 
million in 1969 and 1996). 


Weekly temperatures averaged within 4°F of normal across Alaska, 
capping an August that featured near- to below-normal readings during 
the mid- to late-month period. Widespread showers eased dryness 
across portions of west-centrai and southwestern Alaska, and 
maintained wet conditions across southeastern parts of the State. 
Nearly a foot (11.50 inches) of rain inundated Port Alexander during 
the week, propelling the southeastern Alaska location to its wettest 
August (29.80 inches, or 268 percent of normal) on record. Port 
Alexander’s previous August record of 25.71 inches had been 
established in 1956. Elsewhere in southeastern Alaska, Juneau 
received a monthly total of 10.51 inches (their wettest August since 
12.31 inches fell in 1961), aided by a weekly (August 25-31) sum of 
3.67 inches. In contrast, monthly rainfall totaled only 1.03 inches (34 
percent of normal) in Bethel, AK, their lowest August total since 0.99 
inch fell in 1976. Meanwhile, generally light to moderate showers fell 
across Hawaii, closing a fairly uneventful month. August rainfall 
included 13.65 inches (140 percent of normal) in Hilo, on the Big 
Island; 2.52 inches (132 percent) in Lihue, Kauai; and 0.27 inch (59 
percent) in Honolulu, Oahu. On August 26-27, however, locally 
heavy rainfall soaked west-central parts of the Big Island, where 24- 
hour totals reached 3.22 inches in Waiaha and 1.82 inches in 
Kealakekau. 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending August 31, 2002 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000, Ext. 7503) 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending August 31, 2002 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending August 31, 2002 


EPL BADEN N ESE 2 
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION fay beaeeane 











STATES 
AND 
STATIONS 


AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
HIGH 
EXTREME 
LOW 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
= ®BFROM NORMAL 
TOTAL, IN. 
6 DEPARTURE 
3) § FROM NORMAL 
24-HOUR, IN. 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Jun 1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE Jun 1 
SHTOTAL, IN., 
oMSINCE Jan1 
a 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE Jan 1 
AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 
50 INCH 


a ooo 





TOLEDO 
YOUNGSTOWN 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
TULSA 
ASTORIA 
BURNS 
EUGENE 
MEDFORD 
PENDLETON 
PORTLAND 
SALEM 
ALLENTOWN 
ERIE 
MIDDLETOWN 
PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH 
WILKES-BARRE 
WILLIAMSPORT 
PROVIDENCE 
BEAUFORT 
CHARLESTON 
COLUMBIA 
GREENVILLE 
ABERDEEN 
HURON 

RAPID CITY 
SIOUX FALLS 
BRISTOL 
CHATTANOOGA 
KNOXVILLE 
MEMPHIS 
NASHVILLE 
ABILENE 
AMARILLO 
AUSTIN 
BEAUMONT 
BROWNSVILLE 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
DEL RIO 

EL PASO 

FORT WORTH 
GALVESTON 
HOUSTON 
LUBBOCK 
MIDLAND 

SAN ANGELO 
SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 
WACO 
WICHITA FALLS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
BURLINGTON 
LYNCHBURG 
NORFOLK 
RICHMOND 
ROANOKE 
WASH/DULLES 
OLYMPIA 
QUILLAYUTE 
SEATTLE-TACOMA 
SPOKANE 
YAKIMA 
BECKLEY 
CHARLESTON 
ELKINS 
HUNTINGTON 
EAU CLAIRE 
GREEN BAY 

LA CROSSE 
MADISON 
MILWAUKEE 
CASPER 
CHEYENNE 
LANDER 
SHERIDAN 


Based on 1971-2000 normals *** Not Available 
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NOTE: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 
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National Agricultural Summary 





August 26 - September 1, 2002 
Weekly National Agricultural Summary provided by USDA/NASS 





Widespread, heavy rain boosted soil moisture 
supplies along the Atlantic Coastal Plain, but 
the precipitation was too late for many maturing 
crops and was unfavorable for cotton fields with 
open bolls. Rain also boosted soil moisture 
supplies in parts of the Great Plains, but 
beneficial soaking precipitation was widely 
scattered. In the upper Mississippi Valley and 


adjacent areas of the Great Plains, the heavy 
ERROR es 








HIGHLIGHTS 


rain delayed small grain harvest progress. 
Elsewhere, the precipitation on the central and 
southern High Plains provided much-needed 
moisture reserves for germinating the 
soon-to-be planted winter wheat crop. Warm, 
dry weather supported crop development and 
aided fieldwork in the Pacific Northwest, 
adjacent areas of the northern High Plains, and 
interior parts of the Southwest. 





Corn: Ninety-three percent of the crop was at or beyond the 
dough stage, 63 percent was at or beyond the dent stage, and 
16 percent was mature. Acreage at or beyond the dough stage 
slightly exceeded last year’s pace and the 5-year average, while 
dented and mature acreage slightly trailed last year and the 
average. In parts of the upper Mississippi Valley and Great 
Plains, scattered showers and thunderstorms boosted moisture 
supplies and aided development of late-planted fields in the 
reproductive and early grain-filling stages. However, many 
fields were too mature to significantly respond to the 
precipitation. In the eastern Corn Belt, fields entered the dent 
stage much later than normal, despite above normal 
temperatures. Progress was particularly slow in Indiana. 
Elsewhere, more than one-fourth of the Iowa and Minnesota 
fields progressed to the dent stage during the week and about 
one-fourth of the Kentucky and Missouri acreage reached 
maturity. 


Soybeans: Ninety-seven percent of the acreage was setting 
pods, and 7 percent was dropping leaves. Acreage setting pods 
matched last year’s pace and the 5-year average, but acreage 
dropping leaves slightly trailed last year and the average of 10 
and 9 percent, respectively. Most of the remaining late-planted 
fields in the Corn Belt were setting pods by the end of the week. 
However, many double-cropped fields, mostly along the 
Missouri and Ohio River Valleys, were still in the bloom stage. 
In Indiana and Ohio, 10 and 7 percent, respectively, entered the 
podding stage during the week, but progress neared completion 
later than normal in both States. Fields rapidly approached 
maturity in the lower Mississippi Valley and Great Plains, 
especially in Mississippi and South Dakota, where 37 and 
26 percent, respectively, was dropping leaves or beyond by the 
end of the week. Along the Gulf Coast, many fields were ripe 
and some were harvested. 


Cotton: Forty percent of the acreage had open bolls, matching 
last year’s pace. Normally, 39 percent would have open bolls by 
this date. Widespread, heavy rain soaked dry soils along the 
Atlantic Coastal Plain, but with bolls opening much earlier than 
normal, many cotton fields in Georgia, the Carolinas, and 
Virginia were too mature to benefit from the much-needed 
moisture. In the lower Mississippi Valley, development 
remained well behind normal, especially in Arkansas and 
Louisiana. Defoliation and harvest remained active along the 
Gulf Coast and central Texas. Bolls were opening slightly 
earlier than normal in the Southwest. 


Small grains: The barley harvest advanced to 71 percent 
complete, well behind last year’s 86-percent pace and the 5-year 
average of 81 percent. Harvest exceeded the 5-year average in 


the Pacific Northwest, where Washington and Idaho growers 
reaped 26 and 20 percent, respectively, during the week. Rain 
limited progress in Minnesota and North Dakota, while slow 
ripening limited progress in Montana. 


The spring wheat harvest, at 66 percent complete, was far behind 
last year’s progress of 87 percent and well behind the average of 
80 percent. Harvest was most active in the Pacific Northwest, 
where about one-fifth of the Idaho and Washington acreage was 
reaped during the week. In Montana, dry weather supported 
harvest but progress remained far behind normal at the end of 
the week. Harvest also lagged in Minnesota and North Dakota, 
as widespread showers and isolated heavy precipitation limited 
progress. 


The oat harvest was 92 percent complete, compared with 
97 percent a year ago and the average of 95 percent. Harvest 
continued in the upper Mississippi Valley and northern Great 
Plains when conditions permitted, but rain limited progress in 
Minnesota and North Dakota. At the end of the week, harvest 
was nearly complete in Minnesota, but lagged well behind 
normal in North Dakota. Harvest also neared completion in 
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. 


Rice: Harvest progressed to 24 percent complete, 2 percentage 
points behind last year’s pace but 1 percentage point ahead of 
the 5-year average. Mostly dry weather aided progress along the 
Gulf Coast, especially in Texas, where progress remained well 
ahead of normal. Harvest accelerated in the interior Mississippi 
Delta, advancing 8 percentage points in Arkansas and 
Mississippi, as dry weather prevailed. Harvest began in 
California, but early progress was slower than normal. 


Sorghum: Ninety-three percent was at or beyond the heading 
stage, 66 percent was turning color or beyond, and 33 percent 
was mature. All three stages remained behind last year’s pace 
and the 5-year average, even though hot weather promoted rapid 
development in the Great Plains and Corn Belt. In Kansas, 
development remained behind last year and the 5-year average, 
even though nearly one-fourth of the crop began turning color 
and 6 percent reached maturity during the week. Fields turned 
color ahead of normal in Oklahoma and South Dakota and 
reached maturity earlier than normal in Arkansas and Oklahoma. 
Harvest continued with few delays along the Gulf Coast and 
interior Mississippi Delta. Scattered showers and isolated 
thunderstorms briefly interrupted progress in interior areas of the 
southern Great Plains. 
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_Crop Progress and Condition _ 





Week Ending September 1, 2002 


Weekly U.S. Crop Progress and Condition Tables provided by USDA/NASS 


Corn Percent Dough 


Prev Prev §-Yr 
Week Year 


74 


These 18 States planted 93% of last 
corn a 


Corn Percent Dented 


Sep1 
2002 


NE 
NC 
ND 


P 
™ 
TX 
Wi 22 


These 18 States planted 93% of last 
s corn 


Corn Percent Mature 


These 18 States planted 93% of last 
corn 





Sorghum Percent Headed 


Sorghum Percent Coloring 


Sorghum Percent Mature 





Sep1 Prev Prev’ 5-Yr 
2002 Week Year Avg 


Sepi1 Prev Prev 5-Yr 
2002 Week Year Avg 


Sep1 Prev Prev’ 5-Yr 
2002 Week Year’ Avg 





AR 100 100 100 100 


96 91 99 91 


AR 75 52 80 60 





co 72 60 95 91 


25 9 27 24 


co 0 0 2 1 





IL 98 98 99 96 


65 54 81 63 


IL 5 1 17 a 





KS 95 98 98 


61 37 71 63 


KS 11 5 23 17 





LA 


95 92 99 


LA 86 70 97 95 





MO 98 93 99 


70 52 81 75 


MO 24 13 37 29 





NE 94 89 99 98 


58 43 61 53 


NE 3 2 2 5 





NM 77 69 88 76 


23 15 28 22 


NM 0 0 0 0 





OK 85 80 85 87 


60 50 53 51 


OK 35 16 31 15 





SD 96 93 99 96 


64 45 69 52 


SD 6 3 a 6 





TX 92 90 97 96 


76 71 87 82 


T™ 65 55 70 64 





11 Sts 93 87 97 96 


66 52 74 68 


11 Sts 33 25 40 34 





These 11 States planted 97% of last 
year's sorghum acreage. 








These 11 States planted 97% of last 
year's sorghum acreage. 


These 11 States planted 97% of last 
year's sorghum acreage. 








Rice Percent Harvested 


Spring Wheat Percent Harvested 





Sep1 Prev. Prev. 5-Yr 
2002 Week Year Avg 


Sep1 Prev Prev. 5-Yr 
2002 Week Year Avg 





AR 9 1 15 9 


ID 82 62 78 73 





CA 1 0 1 3 


MN 78 69 93 86 





LA 77 75 73 76 


MT 43 28 75 74 





MS 10 2 13 13 


ND 60 47 88 77 





MO y 0 a 1 


SD 100 100 100 98 





TX 90 84 83 74 


WA 94 75 90 88 





6 Sts 24 18 26 23 


6 Sts 66 54 87 80 





These 6 States harvested 100% of 





last year's rice acreage. 








These 6 States harvested 98% of 
last year’s spring wheat acreage. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 





Week Ending September 1, 2002 


Weekly U.S. Crop Progress and Condition Tables provided by USDA/NASS 





Soybeans Percent Setting Pods 


Cotton Percent Bolls Opening 








Sep1 Prev Prev. 5-Yr 
2002 Week Year’ Avg 


Sep 1 
2002 


Prev 
Week 


Prev 
Year 


5-Yr 
Avg 


Soybeans Crop Condition by 
Percent 





< 
a*) 


x FE G EX 





96 88 96 89 


AL 


50 


39 


27 


36 


8 27 45 





98 93 99 97 


AZ 


68 


60 


72 


62 





12 33 39 





95 85 99 


AR 


23 


6 


57 


41 





—_ 


19 32 34 





99 98 


CA 


36 


30 


38 


28 





(a eT 





94 90 95 95 


GA 


48 


37 


32 


34 





= 


28 33 24 





86 83 94 86 


LA 


60 


38 


71 


72 





15 34 36 





97 


MS 


62 


40 


51 


62 





11 30 43 





97 97 97 


MO 


35 


20 


50 


40 





14 35 41 





99 99 99 99 


NC 


40 


25 


19 


22 





6 23 54 





99 98 


OK 


25 


8 


18 


17 





np] — 
oo jun} co 


4 16 52 





92 84 90 92 


Sc 


30 


23 


23 


24 





WlLOIN [MY | L/S [= [wl |O/ ry 


—s 


24 33 21 





NE 99 99 


™N 


32 


16 


46 


39 


Dd 
o 


24 31 21 





71 60 75 73 


TX 


33 


28 


35 


34 





16 40 37 





ND 


VA 


34 


27 


19 


20 


13 26 50 





OH 96 89 


14 Sts 


40 


29 


40 


39 





29 35 16 





SD 99 99 98 





™N 97 93 96 87 





Wi 98 93 89 96 


These 14 States planted 98% of last 


year's cotton acreage. 





17 31 38 





12 27 48 








18 Sts 97 93 97 97 





8 24 46 


a 











These 18 States planted 95% of last 
year's soybean acreage. 


Oats Percent Harvested 


18 Sts 16 30 37 





Prev Wk 16 © 3 








Sep 1 
2002 


Prev 
Week 


Prev 
Year 





HPLOMMIWIN[Ololianian 
SIOlMlOl/ Dian] | Drm] [cw 


Prev Yr 12. wa “2 


= 








Soybeans Percent Dropping 
Leaves 


100 


100 


100 








MN 


95 


88 


98 


Corn Crop Condition by Percent 








NE 


100 


100 


100 


NP FP F GS EX 





Sep1 Prev’ Prev §-Yr 
2002 Week Year Avg 


ND 


73 


62 


93 





23 28 35 12 2 





OH 


100 


99 


100 


11 16 34 34 5 





13 22 9 


PA 


96 


92 


97 





a 





3 cA 5 


SD 


100 


100 


3 8 24 45 


Ld 
Oo 





11 18 16 


Wi 


96 


94 


93 





23 31 35 10 





3 1 3 


8 Sts 


92 


88 


97 





7 16 #©35 34 





13 18 22 





a 9 8 


These 8 States harvested 61% of 


last year's oat acreage. 





a oo 








— 


39 33 





8 6 


2 6 23 55 


— 





a | oy i 











SLOI[M|/—(Cloll/-|an 


2 4 


Barley Percent Harvested 


7 a) a: 








id 
co 


44 39 





4 4 





5 6 


Sep 1 
2002 


Prev 
Week 


Prev 
Year 


5-Yr 
Avg 


20 23 #37 @=19 





6 a 





24 30 32 ~=613 











“ 3 


ID 


80 


60 


79 


73 


30. 30 £0. 2 











9 10 


MN 


88 


76 


96 


89 


19 19 2 32 











12 12 


MT 


49 


40 


76 


76 


8 12 33 41 











—s 


28 19 


ND 


70 


57 


93 


84 


24 26 34 











13 9 


WA 


90 


64 


88 


87 


10 25 43 


— 











SLD OlOo;—|O}wiry 


0 1 


5 Sts 


71 


56 


81 


18 Sts 17° 28 33 











18 Sts 10 9 


wo 











These 18 States planted 95% of last 
year's soybean acreage. 


These 5 States harvested 79% of 
last year's barley acreage. 


Prev Wk 6. 2 33 








=|1OLDININIDIDlO]/—[co/—[aiwlh|m)c}— 


Prev Yr 11 31 42 


— 
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Week Ending September 1, 2002 


Weekly U.S. Crop Progress and Condition Tables provided by USDA/NASS 


Cotton Crop Condition by Sorghum Crop Condition by Peanuts Crop Condition by 
Percent Percent Percent 


Rice Crop Condition by Percent 


27 22 
VP - Very Poor 
P - Poor 
F - Fair 
G - Good 
EX - Excellent 


National crop conditions for 
selected States are weighted 
based on the year 2001 planted 
acres. 

* Revised 

NA - Not Available 





Pasture and Range Crop Condition by Percent 
Week Ending September 1, 2002 


r E G VP P 
19 37 36 NH 3 27 
40 14 3 NJ 0 79 

8 31 55 NM 35 35 
40 10 NY 15 33 
23 6 1 NC 26 36 
22 37 23 ND 29 27 
19 27 10 OH 34 34 

0 15 70 OK 5 11 
32 34 15 OR 29 34 
29 48 19 PA 55 29 
18 33 24 Ri 2 48 
34 23 10 sc 16 33 
20 31 33 sD 31 29 
28 uty 8 ™N 19 29 
28 26 25 TX 13 20 
11 46 35 UT 42 31 
58 14 5 VT 10 36 
33 28 7 VA 40 29 
33 45 4 WA 4 47 
20 36 36 WV 7 26 

8 35 51 WI 4 14 

7 25 52 WY 56 24 
27 33 15 48 Sts 24 25 
33 30 14 
26 11 3 
35 36 13 





5 
g 
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Prev Wk 23 
Prev Yr 23 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil moisture: 16% very 
short, 42% short, 41% adequate, and 1% surplus. Corn dough 100%, 
100% 2001, and average not available. Corn dented 94%, 96% 2001, 
97% average. Corn mature 71%, 81% 2001, and 85% average. Corn 
condition: 5% very poor, 11% poor, 37% fair, 40% good, and 7% 
excellent. Soybeans blooming 99%, 100% 2001, and 91% average. 
Soybeans setting pods 87%, 87% 2001, and 80% average. Soybeans 
dropping leaves 21%, 18% 2001, and 11% average. Soybean condition: 
1% very poor, 34% poor, 26% fair, 34% good, and 5% excellent. Pasture 
and range condition: 5% very poor, 19% poor, 37% fair, 36% good, and 
3% excellent. Livestock condition: 1% very poor, 4% poor, 18% fair, 61% 
good, and 16% excellent. Some areas are still very dry and need good 
soaking rains. Farmers are harvesting the second cutting of hay. 
Harvesting vegetable crops. Feeding hay on some farms. 





ALASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.0. Topsoil 90% adequate, 10% 
surplus. Subsoil 95% adequate, 5% surplus. Intermittent rains across 
most of the growing areas again hampered the hay harvest. Daytime high 
temperatures were in the sixties and seventies. Nighttime lows ranged 
from the thirties to forties. Barley 10% harvested. Oat 35% ripe. Wind, 
rain damage to grain crops was reported as 75% none, 25% light to 
moderate. Potato harvest was less than 10% complete. Second cutting 
hay harvest was 15% complete, was slowed again by rain. Activities : 
Harvesting grains, vegetables, hay, potatoes, baling haylage, weed 
control, equipment maintenance. 





ARIZONA: Temperatures throughout most of the state were above 
average for the week. Cotton bolls opening was reported as 68% 
opening, compared with 72% last year, 62% for the five-year average. 
Cotton condition remains mostly good. Range, Pasture feeds remain 
mostly very poor to poor. Precipitation was reported at 9 of 17 reporting 
stations. Only two of 17 reporting stations are above 50% of normal for 
this time of year. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Soil 4% very short, 36% 
short, 60% adequate, no surplus. Sorghum: 96% turning color, 99% 2001, 
91% 5 yr. Avg. 75% Sorghum Mature, 80% 2001, 60% 5 yr. Avg.; 28% 
Harvested, 14% 2001, 28% 5 yr. Avg. Sorghum 1% very poor, 4% poor, 
27% fair, 54% good, 14% excellent; Corn 100% Dough, 100% 2001, 
100% 5 yr. Avg.; 100% Dent, 100% 2001, with 100% 5 yr. Avg.; 92% 
Mature, 95% 2001, 95% 5 yr. Avg.; 31% Harvested, 56% 2001, 50% 5 yr. 
Avg.; 0% very poor,2% poor, 25% fair, 47% good, 26% excellent; 
Soybeans 100% blooming, 100% 2001, 97% 5 yr. avg.; 96% setting pods, 
96% 2001, 89% 5 yr. Avg.; 20% yellowing, 11% 2001, 12% 5 yr. Avg.; 
13% Shedding, 22% 2001 9% 5 yr. Avg.; 2% very poor, 8% poor, 27% 
fair, 45% good, and 18% excellent; Cotton 23% Opening Bolls, 57% 2001, 
41% 5 yr. Avg.; 2% very poor, 4% poor, 21% fair, 58% good, 15% 
excellent; Rice 99% headed, 100% 2001, 98% 5 yr. Avg., 35% Ripe, --% 
2001, 24% 3 yr. Avg.;('97,’98, ‘00); 1% very poor, 4% poor, 27% fair, 46% 
good, 22% excellent. Other Hay 1% very poor, 5% poor, 32% fair, 52% 
good, 10% excellent; Pasture, Range feed 2% very poor, 8% poor, 31% 
fair, 55% good, 4% excellent. Revisions: No revisions made to previous 
week. FIELD CROP : The state’s corn harvest is in full swing. Many 
producers are reporting good yields. Sorghum, early soybean fields, rice 
are being harvested. Most rice fields are being drained, prepared for 
harvest. Cotton still needs the continual hot days in order to mature, 
developed. Most insecticide, fungicide treatments are being terminated. 
Harvest continues for apples, peaches. LIVESTOCK, PASTURE, 
RANGE: Cattle remain in good condition. Hay harvest, baling continues. 
Some producers in the western, southern portions of the state are 
beginning to feed cattle. Pastures continue to be mowed, fertilized, 
sprayed with insecticides as armyworm levels continue to be above 
normal. 





CALIFORNIA: Crop development in cotton fields was good. Bolls were 
opening in many fields, excellent boll retention was reported. Cotton 
defoliation was underway in a few fields. Growers irrigated cotton fields, 
applied insecticides in some locations to control aphid, lygus, white fly 
infestations. Alfalfa hay was cut, windrowed, baled, stacked, while 


recently cut fields were irrigated, treated to control insect pests. 
Harvesting of seed alfalfa, Sudan grass continued in some areas. Field 
preparation for fall planting of grains, winter forage continued. Wheat, 
winter forage planting began. Silage corn harvesting continued. Vigorous 
growth continued in maturing stands of field, silage corn. Several corn 
fields were irrigated, treated to control insect pests as required. The sugar 
beet harvest continued. Fields of sugar beets, sweet potatoes planted for 
later harvest were growing well, being irrigated. Harvesting of dry beans 
began in a few locations. Mature dry bean fields were drying, being 
prepared for harvest. Rice fields were maturing, crop progress appeared 
good, with most fields nearly 100% headed out. Sporadic rice harvesting 
was underway in the Sacramento Valley. In Fresno County, a few rice 
fields were dry in preparation for harvest. Harvested stone fruit orchards 
were topped, pruned, irrigated. Among the varieties picked, packed were: 
August Pearl nectarines; Red Giant, September Snow peaches; Betty 
Anne, Howard Sun plums; Fruit Punch pluots; Moyer prunes. The pace 
of table grape harvesting continued to increase as more vineyards 
reached maturity. Table grape varieties picked, packed included Red 
Globe, Ruby Seediess. Harvesting in wine, juice grape vineyards 
continued. Granny Smith, Macintosh apples were harvested. Good fruit 
development in Asian pear orchards was reported due to moderate 
weather conditions. Fig, pomegranate harvesting continued. Strawberry 
harvesting continued along the Central Coast. Planting continued in 
strawberry fields in the east side districts. Treatments for olive fruit fly, 
Red Scale continued in olive groves. Citrus growers in some locations 
reported high yields but small fruit sizes. Valencia orange harvesting 
remained slow. Some mandarin orange blocks were white-washed for 
control of fruit sunburn. Lemon harvesting commenced in some desert 
locations in order to take advantage of the dry weather. Almond 
harvesting was in full swing throughout the State. Irrigation, pest control 
activities continued in many orchards. The walnut, pistachio and pecan 
crops continued to progress well. Treatment for navel orange worm 
began in Kern County pistachio orchards, where the pest was found in 
early split nuts. Harvest preparations continued in walnut orchards. 
Harvesting of summer vegetables was in full swing. Unseasonably hot 
temperatures affected the fruit set of some vegetables, such as tomatoes, 
eggplant, assorted peppers, string beans. In Tulare County, high 
temperatures initially slowed harvesting of sweet corn, tomatoes, but by 
the end of the week, the pace returned to normal. Growers continued to 
plant spinach. prepare the ground for the winter/spring harvest. Broccoli 
and cauliflower planting for fall harvest was progressing normally. 
Planting of lettuce for fall harvest was ongoing in Fresno County's west 
side districts. Fields were irrigated, treated for control of insect pests as 
necessary; asparagus fields were treated for aphids, tomato fields for stink 
bugs, melon fields for cucumber beetles. The white fly population has 
been rising in Southern state. Cantaloupes, watermelon, honeydews, 
mixed melons continued to be picked, packed, shipped for both the fresh 
market, for processed use. The following vegetables were also harvested: 
basil, carrots, cucumbers, daikon, bell peppers, hot peppers, sweet 
peppers, long beans, okra, green onions, parsley, squash, fresh market 
tomatoes. Rangeland conditions were generally poor, dry with little forage 
available. Cattle ranchers continued to feed supplemental hay to maintain 
herds until new forage develops this fall. Sheep were grazing harvested 
melon fields, fallow fields. Most hives have been moved out of melon, 
alfalfa seed, vegetable fields. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for field work 6.3. Top soil 38% very short, 
13% short, 47% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 86% very short, 13% 
short, 1% adequate, 0% surplus. Most of the eastern plains received 
large thunder storms, but they brought damaging hail to these areas. 
Temperatures last week remained just above the normal average. Spring 
barley 93% harvested, 94% 2001, 86% avg.; 5% very poor, 7% poor, 35% 
fair, 37% good, 16% excellent. Spring wheat 72% harvested, 85% 2001, 
59% avg.; 1% very poor, 2% poor, 41% fair, 39% good, 17% excellent. 
Dry onions 37% harvest, 45% 2001, 41% avg.; 2% very poor, 3% poor, 
19% fair, 64% good, 12% excellent. Summer potatoes 30% harvested, 
53% 2001, 44% avg.; 1% very poor, 2% poor, 9% fair, 61% good, 27% 
excellent. Fall potatoes 4% harvested, 1% 2001, 2% avg.; 1% very poor, 
3% poor, 20% fair, 50% good, 26% excellent. Dry beans 99% flowered, 
97% 2001, 99% avg.; 22% cut, 19% 2001, 20% avg.; 12% harvested 10% 
2001, 10% avg.; 13% very poor, 20% poor, 23% fair, 42% good, 2% 
excellent. Alfalfa 98% 2 cutting, 94% 2001, 96% avg.; 43% 3% cutting, 
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39% 2001, 43% avg.; 13% very poor, 18% poor, 34% fair, 27% good, 8% 
excellent. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Topsoil 12% very short, 
15% short,68% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil 40% very short, 43% 
short, 16% adequate, 1% surplus. Corn 60% very poor, 9% poor, 8% fair, 
17% good, and 6 percent excellent. Corn dough 94%, 94% 2001, 90% 
avg.; 77% dent, 60% 2001, 70% avg.; 31% mature,21 % 2001, 27% avg.; 
66% silage harvested, 34% 2001, 38% avg. Soybean 42% very poor,25% 
poor, 24% fair, 8% good, 1% excellent;92% blooming, 97% 2001, 88% 
avg.; 72% setting pods, 80% 2001, 68% avg.; 9% turning color, 5% 2001, 
10% avg. Sorghum 65% very poor, 12% poor, 14% fair, and 9% good; 
32% coloring, 26% 2001, 27% avg. Range, Pasture feed 44% very poor, 
19% poor, 27% fair, 10% good. Other hay 3rd cutting 84%, 68% 2001, 
81% avg. Other hay 4th cutting 19%, 19% 2001, 24% avg. Alfalfa Hay 3rd 
cutting 85%, 97% 2001, 95% avg. Alfalfa hay 4th cutting 27%, 38% 2001, 
31% avg. Apple 7% very poor, 18% poor, 22% fair, 50% good, 3% 
excellent; 28% harvested, 35% 2001, 42% avg. Watermelon 89% 
harvested, 87% 2001, 82% avg. Cucumbers 77% harvested, 74% 2001, 
81% avg. Lima beans 18% harvested, 12% 2001, 34% avg. Snap beans 
87% harvested, 79% 2001, 80% avg. Sweet Corn harvested 85%, 79% 
2001, 80% avg. Potatoes harvested 84%, 71% 2001, 79% avg. Tomatoes 
harvested 71%, 73% 2001, 74% avg. Cantaloupes harvested 88%, 89% 
2001, 85% avg. Hay supplies 21% very short, 40% short, 38% adequate, 
and 1% surplus. Corn harvest began this week while apple and potato 
harvest continues. Although last week started out dry, rain showers on 
Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday helped restore some moisture 
to topsoil. 





FLORIDA: Topsoil 2% very short, 19% short, 61% adequate, 18% 
surplus. Subsoil 3% very short, 29% short, 53% adequate, 15% surplus. 
Temperature average: normal to 2°. below normal at major stations; 
daytime highs: 80s, 90s; nighttime lows: 70s. Rainfall range: traces at 
Dover to over 7 in. at Bradenton. Soil moisture very short in some 
western Panhandle localities, surplus along east coast, in some southern 
Peninsula areas. Peanut feed 34% fair, 66% good; digging slowly gaining 
momentum. Cotton picking expected to begin in 7 to 14 days. Producers 
making hay between showers; combating heavy armyworm populations 
in some fields. Dade County growers marketing light supplies of okra. 
Fall vegetable planting continues between showers; some producers 
delaying field work until threat of Tropical Storm Edouard passes. Hard 
rains all citrus areas, many had 4.00 to 6.00 in. Some groves too wet to 
work. Abundant new foliage in most well-cared-for groves. New crop fruit 
making very good progress, picking of new crop fruit underway. Fallglo 
tangerines now in packing houses, waiting to be shipped. Caretakers 
cutting cover crops, removing vines; dead trees being removed, burned. 
Spraying, fertilizing, herbiciding continues. Pasture feed: fair 15%, good 
70%, excellent 15%. Cattle condition fair 10%, good 75%, excellent 15%. 
Panhandle: pasture condition poor to excellent, with most in good 
condition; considerable damage from high armyworm population. North: 
pasture feed mostly fair, limited grass growth due to armyworms, lack of 
moisture. Central, south: excellent forage growth, pasture/range condition 
mostly good. Statewide: cattle condition mostly good. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for field work 5.5. Soil moisture 22% very 
short, 38% short, 36% adequate, 4% surplus. Corn 69% harvested for 
grain, 49% 2001,61% avg. Cotton 1% harvested, 7% 2001, 2% avg. Hay 
19% very poor, 30% poor, 35% fair, 15% good, 1% excellent. Peanuts 
3% dug, 3% 2001, 3% avg.; 1% combined, 1% 2001, 1% avg. Sorghum 
7% very poor, 21% poor, 45% fair, 25% good, 2% excellent; 19% 
harvested for grain, 8% 2001, 19% avg. Soybeans 98% blooming, 98% 
2001, 97% avg. Tobacco 93% harvested, 90% 2001, 89% avg. Apples 
1% very poor, 18% poor, 50% fair, 28% good, 3% excellent; 28% 
harvested, 19% 2001, 27% avg. Pecans 6% very poor, 23% poor, 46% 
fair, 24% good, 1% excellent. Temperatures last week were near normal 
to below normal the latter part of week. Rainfall continues to be very 
scattered. Some areas of the State have received ample rain while other 
areas remained dry. Cooler temperatures toward the end of the week 
benefitted crops. Reservoirs, stream levels remain low. More apple 
varieties were coming to the markets. Army worms continued to plague 
hayfields. Poor pasture feeds caused cattle producers to feed hay. 
Tomato Spotted Wilt Virus remained a concern for peanut growers. Inthe 
northern part of the State, viticulturists are harvesting white grape 
varieties. Growers rapidly harvested corn for grain. Cotton harvesting 
was just getting underway. Activities: Cattlemen weaned calves, growers 
cut, baled hay, prepared to harvest peanuts, attended to the routine care 
of livestock, poultry. 





HAWAII: The remnants of Hurricane Fausto brought more hot, humid 
weather to the State during the past week . Heavy irrigation was still 
necessary to maintain crop progress. East state banana orchards 
remained in good condition with adequate moisture, regular spraying. 
Papaya orchards were in fair to good condition with good fruit sets. Most 
vegetable crops continued to make favorable progress despite rodent 
attacks in dry, heavily-infested areas. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil 27% very short, 44% 
short, 29% adequate. Irrigation water supply 9% very poor, 24% poor, 
31% fair, 36% good. Potatoes 33% vines dying/killed, 35% 2001, 25% 
avg,; 7% harvested, 5% 2001, 4% avg.; 0% very poor, 2% poor, 21% fair, 
61% good, 16% excellent. Winter wheat 94% harvested, 98% 2001, 93% 
avg. Oats 48% harvested for grain, 42% 2001, 62% avg. Alfalfa hay 98% 
2nd cutting harvested, 96% 2001, 97% avg.; 53% 3rd cutting harvested, 
54% 2001, 51% avg. Field Corn 1% harvested for silage, 3% 2001, 4% 
avg. Dry Beans 18% harvested, 12% 2001, 12% avg. Mint 94% ‘st 
cutting harvested, 100% 2001, 87% avg. Dry Peas 74% harvested, 84% 
2001, 87% avg. Lentils 76% harvested, 79% 2001, 75% avg. Onions 
17% harvested, 21% 2001, 13% avg. Apples 1% harvested, 9% 2001, 8% 
avg. Peaches 31% harvested, 46% 2001, 61% avg. Prunes and Plums 
16% harvested, 20% 2001, 37% avg. Activities: Baling, hauling straw, 
tilling grain fields, harvesting spring wheat, barley, dry peas, lentils. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Soil moisture levels declined 
this week with only trace amounts of rain falling which has caused mature 
corn fields to dry down more quickly. Topsoil 18% very short, 22% short, 
58% adequate, 2% surplus. Soybeans turning yellow 17%, 27% 2001, 
19% avg. Alfalfa 3rd crop cut 77%, 87% 2001, 78% avg. Dry weather with 
near normal temperatures last week allowed farmers to bale hay from 
acres which had a good regrowth brought about by the rains received over 
the last month. Many farmers across southern state have not been so 
fortunate, they will not have a third cutting of hay this year. Corn silage 
chopping continued across the state last week with some corn fields being 
shelled in far southern state. High moisture corn was also being shelled 
in certain areas of central to southern state. Weak root systems are 
common this year which will leave corn fields susceptible to wind damage 
this fall. Bean leaf beetles are starting to cause more stress in soybean 
fields as well as brown stem rot, sudden death syndrome. It was reported 
that the fields that received the most rain the past month appeared to 
have more signs of sudden death than those that did not, but due to the 
lateness in the season SDS is not likely to cause major yield reductions. 
Seed plot tours were numerous last week, many hours were spent 
discussing yield potential of this year’s crop. Farmers were also busy 
preparing bins, equipment for harvest, mowing roadsides, waterways, as 
well as constructing waterways, other conservation projects. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil 34% very short, 
37% short, 29% adequate, 0% surplus. Subsoil 36% very short, 38% 
short, 26% adequate, 0% surplus. Dry weather prevailed during most of 
the week with only a few areas in the south receiving any measurable 
precipitation. Major crops continued to advance toward maturity. 
Soybean plants turning yellow in some fields. Timely rains are needed for 
soybean pod fill. Droopy ear syndrome is evident in some corn fields in 
the south west regions. Most critical areas for soil moisture deficiency 
remain in the east central, southwest, south central and southeast 
regions. Spraying for insects continued. Most farmers are now gearing 
up for fall harvest. Temperatures averaged 2° below to 5° above normal. 
Precipitation averaged 0.00 to .48 inches. Third cutting alfalfa hay 70% 
complete, 98% 2001, 82% avg. Pastures 33% very poor, 34% poor, 23% 
fair, 10% good. Livestock are in mostly good condition. Feeding of hay 
continues, some farms. Corn and soybeans being harvested as silage on 
some farms. Activities: Cutting, baling hay, attending field days, FSA 
paperwork, selling grain, scouting fields, cleaning up, repairing equipment, 
harvesting mint, cleaning out grain bins, mowing roadsides, pastures, 
hauling manure, working with livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 4% very short, 19% 
short, adequate 72%, surplus 5%. Subsoil 13% very short, 22% short, 
60% adequate, 5% surplus. Warm weather combined with little if any 
rainfall helped corn, soybean maturity levels advance this week. Corn 
acreage in or past the dough and dent stage remains ahead of normal, 
while corn in mature stage is just below the five-year average. Some 
farmers have begun harvesting corn for silage. Soybean acreage with 
leaves turning color remains ahead of normal. Three percent of the 
state’s soybean crop are now dropping leaves, equal to the five-year 
average. Hay baling got back into full swing as farmers returned to the 
fields, aided by dryer weather following the previous week's heavy rains. 
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Alfalfa fields with their third cutting completed jumped to 72 percent, also 
ahead of normal. Most areas of state received no rain at all this past 
week, dropping topsoil moisture levels for the state. With corn and 
soybeans entering their final maturity stages, the dry weather did not 
adversely affect either crop. Conditions for both crops, along with 
pastures, were generally unchanged. Hay conditions showed 
improvement as growth accelerated due to rains the previous week. Oats 
harvested for grain 100%, 100% 2001, 100% avg. Corn 3% very poor, 
poor 8%, fair 24%, good 45%, excellent 20%. Corn doughing: 96%, 2001 
84%, avg. 90%. 74% dented, 58% 2001, 67% avg.; 14% mature, 11% 
2001, 15% avg. Soybeans 100% setting pods, 98% 2001, 100% avg.; 3% 
dropping leaves, 1%, 2001, 3% avg. 3% very poor, 7% poor, 25% fair , 
47% good, 18% excellent. Pasture feed 9% very poor, 20% poor,31% 
fair, 33% good, 7%. excellent. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 35% very short, 
38% short, 27% adequate. Subsoil 56% very short, 30% short, 14% 
adequate. Corn 23% very poor, 31% poor, 35% fair, 10% good, 1% 
excellent; 100% in dough stage, 98% prev, 99% avg.; 78% dent, 88% 
prev, 83% avg.; 41% mature, 45% prev, 37% avg. Sorghum 28% very 
poor, 34% poor, 26% fair, 11% good, 1% excellent; 95% headed, 98% 
prev, 98% avg.; turning 61%, 71% prev, 63% avg.; 11% mature, 23% 
prev, 17% avg. Soybean condition 11% very poor, 28% poor, 33% fair, 
24% good, 4% excellent. Soybeans 94% podding, 95% prev, 95% avg.; 
13% dropping leaves, 18% prev, 22% avg. Third cutting alfalfa 93% 
completed, 97% 2001, 98% avg. Fourth cutting alfalfa 40% completed, 
47% prev. 53% avg. Pasture feed 45% very poor, 28% poor, 17% fair, 8% 
good, 2% excellent. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil 36% very short, 
35% short, 28% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 41% very short, 36% 
short, 23% adequate. Brief shower activity did little to lessen drought 
conditions in some parts of the State. Temperatures warmed up to above 
normal levels during the latter part of the week. Corn yields have been 
variable so_ far. Some fields were reported as 6pooré, while others said 
it. Timely rains were the greatest limiting factor. Soybeans improved 
some where there was rain. Activities on the farm changed little from last 
week. Most farmers continued to harvest corn, cut fall hay as well as 
Cut, house, spray, top tobacco. Some farms have also been preparing 
fields for seeding alfalfa, winter wheat. Tobacco 7% very poor, 18% poor, 
31% fair, 33% good, 11% excellent. Most of the tobacco being cut 
quickly. A few locations have seen houseburn, 7% of housed tobacco 
shows some houseburn. Other fields were in poor condition, suffered 
from black shank. Burley tobacco cut 45%, 61% 2001, 5 yr. avg. 51%. 
Dark tobacco cut 43%, 45% 2001, 5 yr. avg. 52%. Hay 18% very poor, 
25% poor, 28% fair, 26% good, 3% excellent. What little rain fell this week 
helped slow down the deterioration of hay, pastureland. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Soil 9% very short, 26% 
short, 55% adequate, 10% surplus. Corn 75% harvested, 67% last week, 
70% 2001, 89% avg. Hay 82% second cutting, 80% last week, 91% 2001, 
81% avg. Peaches 100% harvested, 99% last week, 100% 2001, 100% 
avg. Rice 94% ripe, 90% last week, 92% 2001, 90% avg. Sorghum 56% 
harvested, 33% last week, 66% 2001, 65% avg. Soybeans 37% turning 
color, 27% last week, 56% 2001, 54% avg. Sugarcane 1% very poor, 9% 
poor, 26% fair, 40% good, 24% excellent; 51% planted, 28% last week, 
41% 2001, 49% avg. Sweet potatoes 11% harvested, 9%last week, 10% 
2001, 16% avg. Livestock 6% poor, 40% fair, 46% good, 8% excellent. 
Vegetables 9% very poor, 28% poor, 43% fair, 16% good, 4% excellent. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.50. Topsoil 11% very short, 
39% short, 48% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 47% very short, 40% 
short, 13% adequate. Range, Pasture feed 32% very poor, 33% poor, 
28% fair, 7% good. Sweet corn harvested 78%, 85% 2001, 89% avg.; 
45% very poor,29% poor, 15% fair, 10% good, 1% excellent; 90% dough, 
89% 2001, 83% avg.; 70% dent, 62% 2001,57% avg.; 45% mature, 23% 
2001, 23% avg.; 5% harvested for grain, 4% 2001, 5% avg.; 55% silage 
harvested, 17% 2001, 23% avg. Cantaloupes harvested 83%, 85% 2001, 
91% avg. Peaches harvested 95%, 89% 2001, 90% avg. Apple condition 
2% very poor, 14% poor, 35% fair, 49% good. Apples harvested 25%, 
22% 2001, 21% avg. Cucumbers harvested 78%, 79% 2001, 84% avg. 
Potatoes harvested 99%, 100% 2001, 100% avg. Tobacco 9% very 
poor,15% poor, 54% fair, 22% good. Tobacco topped 98%, 94% 2001, 
93% avg. Tobacco harvested 54%, 60% 2001, 56% avg. Lima beans 
harvested 39%, 64% 2001, 39% avg. Snap Beans harvested 86%, 80% 
2001, 81% avg. Soybean 37% very poor,27% poor,25% fair,11% good. 
Soybeans blooming 95%, 94% 2001, 95% avg. Soybeans setting pods 
84%, 83% 2001, 84% avg. Soybeans turning color 26%, 4% 2001, 9% 


avg. Soybeans dropping leaves 19%, 4% avg. Tomatoes harvested 76%, 
74% 2001, 84% avg. Watermelons harvested 79%, 75% 2001, 85% avg. 
Sorghum condition 4% very poor, 19% poor,52% fair, 25% good. Sorghum 
coloring 1%, 24% 2001, 26% avg. Other Hay third cutting 60%, 71% 
2001, 60% avg. Other Hay fourth cutting 27% 2001, 14% avg. Alfalfa hay 
third cutting 85%, 94% 2001, 84% avg. Other Hay fourth cutting 37%, 44% 
2001, 32% avg. Hay supplies 18% very short, 37% short, 44% 
adequate,1% surplus. Maryland received rain showers last week, up to 
5 inches in some areas. The moisture came too late for full season 
soybeans and corn, but did help improve late season soybean conditions. 
The rain should result in good establishment of fall small grains and help 
fruit trees approach winter in better condition. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 14% very short, 
27% short, 57% adequate, and 2% surplus. Subsoil 18% very short, 27% 
short, 53% adequate, and 2% surplus. All Hay second cutting 94%, 99% 
2001, 96% avg. Ail Hay third cutting 47%, 48% 2001, 46% avg. Hay 3% 
very poor, 14% poor, 30% fair, 42% good, 11% excellent. Corn milk 88%, 
86% 2001, 90% avg. Dry beans turning leaves 38%, 35% 2001, 61% avg. 
Dry beans shedding leaves 7.0%, 13% 2001, 31% avg. Dry beans 4% 
very poor, 13% poor, 37% fair, 41% good, 5% excellent. Oats harvested 
96%, 99% 2001, 99% avg. Silage harvested 5%, 16% 2001, 8% avg. 
Soybeans turning leaves 14%, 24% 2001, 23% avg. Temperatures ranged 
from three degrees above to two degrees below normal State. A few 
spotty showers some areas did little to bring relief to some crops, as hot 
and dry weather returned. Average rainfall amounts ranged from 0.01 inch 
south central Lower Peninsula to 0.94 inch western Upper Peninsula. 
Corn showing signs of stress in height, short ears, and missing kernels, 
but some fields remain green. Corn silage harvest began some areas. 
Corn, soybeans matured well. Soybeans starting to turn. Sugarbeets near 
normal. The third cutting of alfalfa full swing with leafhopper damage 
evident some areas. Alfalfa still short some areas due to inadequate 
rainfall. Dry beans completed setting pods, but crop still remains behind 
normal. Harvest began a few fields. Oat harvest nearly complete. Insect 
activity last week included Oriental fruit moth, codling moth, grape berry 
moth, apple maggot, various mites. Apple harvest continued. Peach 
harvest began to slow. Pear harvest continued. Blueberry harvest tapering 
off. Grapes veraison. Fall raspberry harvest continued. Cabbage, carrot, 
celery harvest continued. Cucumber, onion, potato harvest continued with 
good yields and quality. Pumpkins and winter squash continued to size 
well. Snap bean harvest continued with good quality. Pepper, summer 
squash, sweet corn harvest continued. Fresh market, processing tomato 
harvest continued. Watermelon harvest continued. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for field work 4.9. Topsoil 0% very short, 
5% short, 78% adequate, 17% surplus. Soybeans 32% turning yellow, 
21% 2001, 27% avg. Corn 7% cut for silage, 8% 2001, 9% avg. Dry 
beans 9% harvested, 4% 2001, 10% avg. Potatoes 20% harvested, 10% 
2001, 10% avg. Canola 41% harvested, 44% 2001, NA avg. Sweet corn 
65% harvested, 77% 2001, 71% avg. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 8% 
poor, 35% fair, 51% good, 5% excellent. Dry beans 6% very poor, 11% 
poor, 31% fair, 42% good, 10% excellent. Potatoes 3% very poor, 5% 
poor, 22% fair, 44% good, 26% excellent. Sunflowers 4% very poor, 10% 
poor, 24% fair, 55% good, 7% excellent. Canola 21% very poor, 46% 
poor, 26% fair, 7% good, 0% excellent. Sugarbeets 2% very poor, 6% 
poor, 26% fair, 56% good, 10% excellent. Mostly dry weather during the 
week, with seasonable warmth, humidity, kept Southern state row crops 
developing steadily toward maturity, while heavy rains starting at midweek 
put a temporary halt to the small grain harvest in the North. While many 
wheat, barley producers in the major production area of the Red River 
Valley have already finished combining these crops, others had their 
harvest interrupted on Wednesday by heavy rains of 2 to 4 inches or 
more. A lot of swathed grain was rained on. Swathing, rather than direct 
combining, has been widely needed this year as a measure to dry down 
abundant green weed growth in small grain fields. Southern portions of 
the state had mostly light rain to none, but there were spotty 
thunderstorms with locally heavy downpours, including scattered hail 
damage. Statewide temperatures for the week averaged 6.0° above 
normal. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Soil 4% very short, 28% 
short, 68% adequate. Corn 97% mature, 86% 2001, 92% avg.; 49% 
harvested, 36% 2001, 59% avg.; 95% silage harvested, 95% 2001, 90% 
avg.; 3% poor, 16% fair, 55% good, 26% excellent. Cotton 62% open 
bolls, 51% 2001, 62% avg.; 2% poor, 12% fair, 57% good, 29% excellent. 
Rice 66% mature, 63% 2001, 46% avg.; 10% harvested, 13% 2001, 13% 
avg.; 2% poor, 10% fair, 56% good, 32% excellent. Sorghum 100% 
turning color, 100% 2001, 97% avg.; 91% mature, 88% 2001, 83% avg.; 
37% harvested, 50% 2001, 47% avg.; 55% silage harvested, 69%, 2001, 
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62% avg.; 2% poor, 5% fair, 54% good, 39% excellent. Soybeans 52% 
turning color, 59% 2001, 57% avg.; 37% shedding leaves, 44% 2001, 39% 
avg.; 15% harvested, 11% 2001, 11% avg.; 4% poor, 16% fair, 52% good, 
28% excellent. Hay 88% harvested (Warm Season), 82% 2001, 84% avg.; 
2% very poor, 7% poor, 23% fair, 45% good, 23% excellent. 
Sweetpotatoes 5% harvested, 14% 2001, 13% avg.; 1% very poor, 3% 
poor, 19% fair, 76% good, 1% excellent. Cattle, 7% poor, 20% fair, 61% 
good, 12% excellent. Pasture 2% very poor, 7% poor, 25% fair, 52% 
good, 14% excellent. Decreased rainfall has aided in harvesting progress. 
Cotton defoliation has begun in several counties. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork, 6.5. Topsoil 28% very short, 
37% short, 35% adequate. The driest counties are in the western third of 
the State where most counties are rated as short to very short of moisture. 
Corn development is most advanced in the southwest, southeast districts 
where about 87% of the crop is mature. Corn harvesting ranges from 4% 
or less in the north-central and northwest districts, to 27% in the southeast 
and 31% in the southwest. Soybeans turning color range from 9% in the 
north-central district to 29% in the northwest and southwest districts. A 
wind storm caused lodging in many cotton fields in Dunklin County. Third- 
crop alfalfa is 88% cut, 89% 2001, 87% avg. Pastures 24% very poor, 
27% poor, 33% fair, 15% good, 1% excellent. Supplemental hay feeding 
is being done in the driest counties, reporters are concerned that moisture 
will not be adequate for normal fall pasture growth. Rainfall for the week 
averaged 0.03 inch, with a large majority of counties reporting no rain. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 26% very short, 
36% short, 34% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 39% very short, 40% 
short, 21% adequate, 0% surplus. Winter wheat harvest is 94% complete, 
compared to 98% last year, the 5-year average of 96%. Barley ripening is 
at 78%, harvest is at 49%. Barley 12% very poor, 24% poor, 38% fair, 
21% good, 5% excellent. Spring wheat turning is now at 97%, ripening at 
77%, harvesting at 43%. Harvest is behind both last year’s, the 5-year 
averages of 75% and 74%, respectively. Spring wheat 7% very poor, 21% 
poor, 40% fair, 25% good, 7% excellent. Oat ripening has progressed to 
94% and harvesting is at 67%, which is behind last year’s average of 72%, 
the 5-year average of 73%. Dry Beans harvest is at 5%. The condition is 
0% very poor, 13% poor, 42% fair, 41% good, 4% excellent. Corn 2% very 
poor, 10% poor, 29% fair, 40% good, 19% excellent, with 14% harvested. 
Potato condition declined and is 1% very poor, 2% poor, 7% fair, 68% 
good, 22% excellent. Sugar beet 1% very poor, 17% poor, 25% fair, 46% 
good, 11% excellent. Second cutting of alfalfa is 75% harvested, 
compared to 81% last year, the 5-year average of 79%. All other hay 
second cutting is 59% harvested behind last year’s average of 66%. 
Pasture, range feed 21% very poor, 33% poor, 30% fair, 14% good, 2% 
excellent. Last year, conditions were rated 34% very poor, 27% poor, 
28% fair, 9% good, 2% excellent while the 5-year average is 18% very 
poor, 24% poor, 33% fair, 21% good and 4% excellent. Movement of 
livestock from summer ranges is 14% complete for cattle, 12% for sheep, 
lambs. 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Subsoil moisture supplies 
were very short or short across 90% of the State. Temperatures averaged 
from 2 to 6° above normals for the week. Precipitation fell statewide, 
amounts ranged from traces to over 3.0 inches. Alfalfa 3 cutting 85%, 
89% 2001, 83% avg.; 4" cutting 9%, 5% 2001, 6% avg. Many livestock 
producers providing supplemental feed. 





.NEVADA: Temperatures were above normal all week in Northern 
state. Most reporting stations reported the highest temperatures towards 
the end of the week. Southern state reported slightly below normal 
temperatures midweek, but was seeing above normal temperatures by 
week’s end. Traces of precipitation were reported statewide. Hay harvest 
continued under favorable haying conditions. Alfalfa third cutting 
continued. Grass hay harvest continued where water was available. 
Small grain harvest was completed. Potato condition good. Garlic harvest 
well along. Onion for fresh market harvest continued. Onion seed harvest 
underway. Mint distilling was going full speed. Alfalfa seed harvest was 
underway with lesser yields. Cantaloup, sweet corn harvests continued. 
New seeding of alfalfa continued. Mormon crickets, grasshoppers, 
drought continued to hurt range condition. Some livestock movement 
necessary due to dry conditions. Main farm, ranch activities: Alfalfa hay 
harvest, other hay harvest, grain harvest, irrigation, pest control, weed 
control, moving livestock. 





NEW ENGLAND: sDays suitable for field work 6.2. Topsoil 32% very 
short, 35% short, 33% adequate, 0% surplus. Subsoil moisture 37% very 
short, 34% short, 29% adequate, 0% surplus. Pasture feed: 15% very 


poor, 37% poor, 34% fair, 14% good, 0% excellent. Maine Potatoes: 5% 
harvested, 5% 2001, 5% avg.; condition good/fair. Rhode Island Potatoes: 
55% harvested, 55% 2001, 40% avg.; condition good/fair. Massachusetts 
Potatoes: 40% harvested, 30% 2001, 45% avg.; condition good/fair. 
Maine Oats: 30% harvested, 45% 2001, 40% avg.; condition 
good/excellent. Maine Barley: 55% harvested, 70% 2001, 50% avg.; 
condition good/excellent. Field Corn: Condition fair/good. Sweet Corn: 
75% harvested, 75% 2001, 70% avg.; condition fair/good. First Crop Hay: 
100% harvested, 100% 2001, 99% avg.; condition good. Second Crop 
Hay: 90% harvested, 90% 2001, 80% avg.; condition good/fair. Third Crop 
Hay: 50% harvested, 45% 2001, 35% avg.; condition fair. Shade Tobacco: 
95% harvested, 85% 2001, 95% avg.; condition good/fair. Broadleaf 
Tobacco: 95% harvested, 90% 2001, 95% avg.; condition good/fair. 
Apples: 20% harvested, 15% 2001, 15% avg.; condition good/fair. 
Peaches: 85% harvested, 70% 2001, 70% avg.; condition good/fair. 
Pears: 10% harvested, 30% 2001, 20% avg.; condition very poor/poor. 
Massachusetts Cranberries: Fruit size avg./b.avg.; condition fair/good. 
Highbush Blueberries: 95% harvested, 95% 2001, 95% avg.; condition 
good. Maine Wild Blueberries: 100% harvested, 99% 2001, 95% avg.; 
condition good. More showers arrived in state, some areas receiving over 
two inches, others not seeing single drop. Cool temperatures were 
prevalant for the week, dipping low at night. Frost hit some northern 
regions. Activities: Harvesting tobacco, potatoes, oats, barley, highbush 
blueberries, apples, peaches, pears, vegetables; completing Maine wild 
blueberry harvest; applying vine desiccants to potatoes; cutting dry hay 
and chopping haylage; irrigating; applying manure; monitoring for pests, 
disease, spraying where necessary. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for field work 4.8. Top soil 49% short, 
51% adequate. A cold front stalled over the region last Wednesday, 
triggering showers, thunderstorms throughout the weekend. Cooler 
temperatures brought some relief from the hot weather, while steady rains 
helped replenish farm ponds, reservoirs. However, many producers 
reported that the rains came too late to benefit most corn and soybean 
fields. Significant yield losses are expected in many areas due to the 
summer drought. Activities: Harvesting vegetables, field preparation for 
fall planting. Livestock producers continued supplemental feeding of hay, 
silage. Vegetable producers continued harvesting sweet corn, snap 
beans, peppers, summer potatoes, tomatoes. Producers reported 
problems with insects in some sweet corn, snap bean fields. Producers 
also reported problems with some tomato splitting, due to recent rains. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for field work 6.4. Topsoil 48% very 
short, 37% short, 15% adequate. The week started hot and dry, but 
clouds, moisture moved into the state midweek resulting in some much 
needed rainfall along with more seasonal temperatures for the last week 
of August. For the second week in a row, Clovis received a heavy 
thunderstorm rain. Farmers were busy cutting hay and silage, irrigating, 
maintaining their crops. Corn saw some improvement from the previous 
week and was listed as 3% poor, 26% fair, 68% good, 3% excellent. 
Doughing was at 92%, denting at 83%, 38% of the crop has reached 
maturity. Corn silage was 44% harvested. Cotton was reported as 5% 
very poor, 6% poor, 26% fair, 61% good, and 2% excellent, with bolls 
opening at 48%. Peanuts were in fair to good condition, pecans were still 
in fair to excellent condition. Irrigated sorghum improved to 56% fair, 43% 
good, and 1% excellent, with 97% headed, 34% coloring. Dryland 
sorghum improved to 54% very poor, 26% poor, 15% fair, 5% good, with 
65% headed, 15% turning color. Apples were 22% harvested and the 
green chile harvest was 68% complete. Alfalfa was listed as 19% very 
poor, 15% poor, 32% fair, 31% good, 3% excellent. The 4th cutting was 
92% complete, the 5" was 68%, and the 6" was 22% finished. Livestock 
conditions improved, with cattle reported as 7% very poor, 15% poor, 34% 
fair, 43% good, and 1% excellent. Sheep 3% very poor, 20% poor, 54% 
fair, 22% good, and 1% excellent. Range, pasture feeds benefitted from 
the recent rains, 35% very poor, 35% poor, 21% fair, 7% good, 2% 
excellent. 





NEW YORK: Days suitable 5.5. Topsoil 18% very short, 34% short, 
48% adequate. Cooler, less humid. Pasture feed 15% very poor, 33% 
poor, 37% fair, 15% good. Corn 18% poor, 40% fair, 39% good, 3% 
excellent. Hay 15% por, 35% fair, 49% good, 1% excellent. Alfalfa 3" 
cutting 74% complete, 61% 2001. Clover-timothy 3 cut 50% complete, 
45% 2001. Oats 80% harvested, 96% 2001. Soybeans 8% poor, 37% fair, 
51% good, 4% excellent; development slowed by cooler weather. 
Potatoes 56% dug, 38% 2001. Early apple varieties being picked. Some 
early wine grapes harvested Lake Erie Region. Rains will benefit late 
onion, sweet corn varieties; help size pumpkins. Harvesting of all 
vegetable crops active. 
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NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork at 3.8, After months 
of persistent dry weather, most of central, eastern state received a week 
of ground-soaking, lake-filling, stream-rising, pasture-greening, generally 
beneficial rainfall. The combination of a northeasterly wind with an upper 
low to the west fed moisture over a stalled frontal boundary to produce 
heavy precipitation, an event considered atypical in the Southeast during 
the summer. Reflective of the moisture, statewide soil moisture got a huge 
boost, jumped to a current rating of 16% very short, 28% short, 47% 
adequate, 9% surplus. Likewise, indicative of the wet weather, 
dramatically decreased from last week’s estimate of 6.5. The rains are too 
late for corn and tobacco, but depending on the area, recent rainfall may 
improve cotton, soybean, sweet potato yields. Pasture, hay land will also 
be positively impacted by precipitation. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7. Topsoil 13% very 
short, 26% short, 54% adequate and 7% surplus. Subsoil 14% very short, 
29% short, 52% adequate, 5% surplus. Severe thunderstorms brought 
heavy rain, hail to areas in the northern, eastern parts of the state. 
Durum wheat 27% combined, 61% 2001, 46% average. Canola 36% 
combined, 71% 2001, 52% average. Corn for silage 9% chopped, 4% 
2001, 4% average. Dry edible beans 64% lower leaves yellowing, 71% 
2001, 81% average; 33% mature leaves dropping, 44% 2001, 57% 
average; 4% cut, 10% 2001, 15% average; 2% combined, 3% 2001, 5% 
average. Flax 21% combined, 49% 2001, 38% average. Potatoes 39% 
vines killed, 43% 2001, 46% average; 5% dug, 2% 2001, 3% average. 
Soybeans 43% lower leaves yellowing, 39% 2001, 39% average. 
Sunflower 68% ray flowers dried/dropping, 78% 2001, 69% average; 22% 
bracts turned yellow, 30% 2001, 28% average. Emerged crop conditions: 
Durum wheat 6% very poor, 18% poor, 48% fair, 28% good, 0% excellent. 
Spring wheat 11% very poor, 26% poor, 37% fair, 25% good, 1% 
excellent. Canola 11% very poor, 18% poor, 40% fair, 28% good, 3% 
excellent. Dry edible beans 8% very poor, 20% poor, 31% fair, 39% good, 
2% excellent. Flaxseed 9% very poor, 19% poor, 37% fair, 33% good, 2% 
excellent. Potatoes 11% very poor, 15% poor, 34% fair, 34% good, 6% 
excellent. Sugarbeets 7% very poor, 15% poor, 29% fair, 41% good, 8% 
excellent. Sunflower 4% very poor, 12% poor, 37% fair, 42% good, 5% 
excellent. Hay 26% very poor, 35% poor, 32% fair, 7% good, 0% 
excellent. Pasture, range feeds 29% very poor, 27% poor, 29% fair, 14% 
good, 1% excellent. Stockwater supplies were 19% very short, 22% short, 
58% adequate, 1% surplus. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5 . Topsoil 44% very short, 40% 
short, 16% adequate, 0% surpius. Corn in dough 84%, 90% 2001, 91% 
avg. Corn dented 34%, 50% 2001, 48% avg. Corn mature 2%, 5% 2001, 
7% avg. Corn harvested for silage 14%, 13% 2001, 11% avg. Soybeans 
setting pods 96%, 100% 2001, 100% avg. Soybeans dropping leaves 6%, 
12% 2001, 12% avg. Alfalfa third cutting complete 85%, 78% 2001, 72% 
avg. Alfalfa forth cutting complete 14%, 13% 2001. Other hay second 
cutting complete 95%, 95% 2001, 96% avg. Other hay third cutting 
complete 43%, 51% 2001, 42% avg. Summer apples harvested 91%, 
84% 2001, 83% avg. Fall and Winter apples harvested 3%. Peaches 
harvested 93%, 84% 2001. Potatoes harvested 41%, 51% 2001, 46% 
avg. Cucumbers harvested 77%, 76% 2001. Tobacco topped 91%, 97% 
2001, 89% avg. Tobacco harvested 31%, 38% 2001, 28% avg. 
Processing tomatoes harvested 27%, 31% 2001, 27% avg. Corn 24% 
very poor, 30% poor, 32% fair, 13% good, 1% excellent. Soybean 19% 
very poor, 29% poor, 35% fair, 16%good, 1% excellent. Hay condition 
19% very poor, 32% poor, 35% fair, 12% good, 2% excellent. Pasture 
feed 34% very poor, 34% poor, 26% fair, 6% good, 0% excellent. 
Scattered rain was received throughout the Buckeye State last week. The 
south central region of the State received the most precipitation at .27 
inches while the all other regions received from no precipitation to .08 
inches. Slight improvements in both soybean, corn conditions were again 
reported, but more rainfall is needed to help fill soybean pods, rejuvenate 
the State’s hay, pastures. Activities: Harvesting fruits, vegetables, 
preparing fields for fall seedings, working on harvesting equipment, 
transporting grain, topping, harvesting tobacco, scouting fields. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3.Subsoil 18% very short, 
35% short, 47% adequate, 0% surplus. Topsoil 10% very short, 29% 
short, 58% adequate, 3% surplus. Winter Wheat 66% seedbed prepared, 
55% last week, 59% last year, 59% avg; 5% planted, 2% last week, 5% 
last year, 3% avg.; Rye 70% seedbed prepared, 60% last week, 52% last 
year, 51% avg; 8% planted, n/a last week, 4% last year 2% avg; Oats 57% 
seedbed prepared, 48% last week, 38% last year, 50% avg; 1% planted, 
n/a last week, 1% last year 2% avg.; Corn 70% mature, 60% last week, 
58% last year, 40% avg; 40% harvested, 18% last week, 38% last year, 


18% avg; 1% very poor, 1% poor, 22% fair, 70% good, 6% excellent; 
Sorghum 17% harvested, 5% last week, 20% last year, 4% avg.; 
Soybeans 94% blooming, 93% last week, 90% last year, 93% avg; 91% 
setting pods, 84% last week, 81% last year, 80% avg; 25% mature, 16% 
last week, 37% last year, 20% avg, 9% harvested, 5% last week, 21% last 
year, 5% avg; 0% very poor, 6% poor, 33% fair, 49% good, 12% excellent; 
Cotton 97% setting bolls 90% last week, 100% last year, 99% avg; 
Peanuts 30% mature, 13% last week, 18% last year, 12% avg; Alfalfa 
72% 4" cutting, 62% last week, 40% last year, 45% avg; 3% very poor, 
7% poor, 33% fair, 49% good, 8% excellent; Other Hay 79% 2" cutting, 
78% last week, 57% last year, 44% avg; 5% very poor, 9% poor, 29% fair, 
49% good, 8% excellent; Livestock 1% very poor, 4% poor, 31% fair, 
53% good, 11% excellent; Livestock: Cattle auctions reported lighter 
marketings of steers under 800 pounds, but a slight increase in heifers 
under 800 pounds. The price for feeder steers less than 800 pounds was 
up an average of 30 cents per cwt. from the previous week, averaged 
$81.10 per cwt. The price for feeder heifers less than 800 pounds was up 
an average of 40 cents per cwt. averaged $76.80 per cwt. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil 44% very short, 
45% short, 11% adequate. Subsoil 44% very short, 46% short, 10% 
adequate. Barley harvested 87%, 81% previous week, 77% 2001, 77% 
5 yr avg. Spring wheat harvested 98%, 94% previous week, 99% 2001. 
Range & Pasture: 29% very poor, 34% poor, 30% fair, 7% good. Activities: 
Grain harvest winding down Statewide. East side precipitation slowed 
remaining grain, hay harvest in Baker, Crook, Wallowa counties. Field 
preparations underway for planting fall grains in Wasco County; more 
moisture needed for proper seed-bed conditions. Fourth alfalfa cutting in 
Wasco, Washington counties; third cutting in Klamath County. Mint 
harvested in Lane, Marion counties. Lane County grass seed fields 
reworked for next year including field burning. Marion County red clover 
seed harvest continued, hop harvest in full swing. Washington County 
field corn silking. Nursery operators trying to keep up with irrigation. 
Container operations rotating potted plants. Easter lily growers continued 
yearling harvest, planting. Many retail outlets having close out sales of 
spring, summer plants. Fall bulbs available at many outlets. Crook County 
garlic harvest going well. Klamath County potatoes 50% turned, 25% 
knocked down. Malheur County bean, onion harvests earlier than usual. 
Bean harvest in Clackamas, Washington counties passed peak, although 
sweet corn still harvested, many vegetables available in local markets. 
Jackson County vegetable crops continue irrigation. Onions near maturity. 
Josephine County truck gardens sales strong, continue to have plenty 
summer vegetables. Corn harvested in Lane County. Growers in lower 
Hood River Valley prepared for d’Anjou pear harvest. Bartlett harvest 
began in Parkdale. Most pear varieties harvested in Jackson, Josephine 
counties. Pears, apples, peaches harvested in Willamette Valley with 
good yields although many peach growers frozen out. Blueberries, 
blackberries, lingonberries, currants, gooseberries picked. Strawberry, 
caneberry beds renovated. Early hazelnuts falling. Yamhill County final 
filbertworm sprays applied, final flailing hazelnut orchard floor. Southern 
coast cranberry growers preparing for harvest in about a month. Livestock 
in good condition in Baker, Harney, Washington counties. Range, pasture 
95% poor in Washington County, 75% poor in Baker County. Livestock 
in fair condition in Morrow County; mountain pasture began to run out. 
Wasco County livestock ranges in poor condition with watering holes 
drying up. Pastures, rangeland dry in Lake County. Clackamas County 
livestock operations began supplying supplemental feed. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for field work 6.0. Soil 50% very 
short, 40% short, 10% adequate. Fall plowing 14% complete, 15% 2001, 
21% avg. Corn silk 92% complete, 96% 2001, 96% avg. Corn 80% 
dough, 75% 2001, 74% avg.; 55% dent, 44% 2001, 38% avg.; 18% 
mature, 12% 2001, 7% avg.; 40% silage harvested, 16% 2001, 13% avg.; 
30% very poor, 35% poor, 23% fair, 12% good. Barley 5% planted, 1% 
2001, 7% avg. Oats 96% harvested, 97% 2001, 94% avg. Soybean crop 
22% very poor, 28% poor, 24% fair, 26% good. Tobacco 60% harvested, 
19% 2001, 37% avg. Potatoes 27% harvested, 21% 2001, 24% avg. 
Alfalfa 2nd cutting 95% complete, 98% 2001, 97% avg.; 3rd cutting 78% 
complete, 78% 2001, 70% avg.; 4th cutting 41% complete, 28% 2001, 
28% avg. Timothy clover 2nd cutting 78% complete, 86% 2001, 76% avg. 
Peach crop 20% fair, 80% good, 85% harvested, 93% 2001, 87% avg. 
Apple 6% very poor, 10% poor, 37% fair, 47% good, 30% harvested, 21% 
2001, 25% avg. Quality of hay made 7% very poor, 16% poor, 35% fair, 
24% good, 18% excellent. Pasture feeds 55% very poor, 29% poor, 11% 
fair, 5% good. Activities: Harvesting small grains; harvesting fruits, 
vegetables; harvesting forages, baling straw; fixing fences; machinery 
maintenance; preparing fall harvest equipment; fall tillage; cleaning barns; 
hauling, spreading manure; caring for livestock; scouting fields; spraying 
herbicides, insecticides; fertilizing; taking soil samples; attending county 
fairs. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for field work 4.2 . Soil 10% very 
short, 28% short, 57% adequate, 5% surplus. Corn 100 % matured, 97% 
2001, 98% avg.; 76% harvested, 42% 2001, 57% avg; 46% very poor, 
34% poor, 15% fair, 5% good . Soybeans 94% bloomed, 95% 2001, 93% 
avg.; 64% pods set, 68% 2001, 65% avg.; 14% leaves turning color, 11% 
2001, 12% avg.; 3% leaves dropped; 19% very poor, 36% poor, 34% fair, 
11% good. Sorghum 99% headed, 95% 2001, 96% avg.; 91% turned 
color, 81% 2001, 83% avg.; 56% matured, 49% 2001, 51% avg.; 23% 
harvested, 26% 2001, 28% avg.; 9% very poor, 30% poor, 29% fair, 32% 
good. Cotton 97% bolls set, 94% 2001, 96% avg.; 30% bolls opened, 
23% 2001, 24% avg.; 10% very poor, 36% poor, 45% fair, 9% good. 
Peanuts 5% harvested, 4% 2001, 5% avg; 6% very poor, 29% poor, 36% 
fair, 24% good, 5% excellent . Pastures 16% very poor, 33% poor, 38% 
fair, 12% good, 1% excellent. Sweet potatoes 10% harvested, 9% 2001, 
7% avg.; 6% poor, 49% fair, 45% good. Tobacco 87% harvested, 85% 
2001, 85% avg; Tobacco 42% stalks destroyed, 43% 2001, 43% avg.; 
10% very poor, 14% poor, 38% fair, 38% good. Hay 94% harvested, 91% 
2001, 95% avg.; 26% very poor, 28% poor, 35% fair, 11% good. 

Peaches 96% harvested, 93% 2001, 97% avg.; 3% poor, 34% fair, 49% 
good, 14% excellent. Apples 26% harvested, 24% 2001, 25% avg.; 48% 
fair, 51% good, 1% excellent. Watermelons 100% harvested, 100% 
2001, 100% avg. Livestock 2% very poor, 8% poor, 53% fair, 37% good. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil 19% very 
short, 30% short, 47% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 32% very short, 
33% short, 32% adequate, 3% surplus. Feed supplies 33% very short, 
36% short, 30% adequate, 1% surplus. Stock water supplies 32% very 
short, 28% short, 37% adequate, 3% surplus. Winter Rye planted 9%, 1% 
2001, 8% avg. Winter Rye emerged 0%, 0% 2001, 5% avg. Sunflower 
27% very poor, 23% poor, 36% fair, 13% good, 1% excellent. Soybeans 
mature 2%, 2% 2001, 3% avg. Sunflower blooming 99%, 97% 2001, 96% 
avg. Sunflower ray flowers dry 56%, 67% 2001, 60% avg. Sunflower 
bracts yellow 35%, 40% 2001, 40% avg. Sunflower mature 1%, 2% 2001, 
4% avg. Cattle 4% very poor, 10% poor, 31% fair, 47% good, 8% 
excellent. Sheep 4% very poor, 9% poor, 26% fair, 56% good, 5% 
excellent. Range, Pasture 31% very poor, 29% poor, 25% fair, 13% good, 
2% excellent. Corn silage harvested 28%, 17% 2001, 11% avg. Sorghum 
silage harvested 36%, 18% 2001, 11% avg. Alfalfa hay 40% very poor, 
21% poor, 26% fair, 11% good, 2% excellent. Alfalfa hay 2nd cutting 
harvested 98%, 95% 2001, 94% avg. Alfalfa hay 3rd cutting harvested 
56%, 51% 2001, 41% avg. Other hay harvested 100%, 96% 2001, 95% 
avg. Above normal temperatures and rain showers moved across the 
state last week, providing much needed precipitation for row crops, 
pastures. Recents rains have provided some relief to heat, drought 
stressed crops. Livestock remain in mostly good condition, while range, 
pasture feeds remain in mostly very poor to poor conditions. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 15% very short, 
39% short, 44% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 22% very short, 39% 
short, 38% adequate, 1% surplus. Tobacco 90% topped, 96% 2001, 90% 
avg; 8% very poor, 18% poor, 27% fair, 36% good, 11% excellent. Burley 
40% harvested, 55% 2001, 49% avg. Dark-air cured 55% harvested, 59% 
2001, 60% avg. Dark-fire cured 46% harvested, 65% 2001, 57% avg. 
Pastures 19% very poor, 29% poor, 32% fair, 19% good, 1% excellent. 
Cattle 2% very poor, 11% poor, 38% fair, 42% good, 7% excellent. 
Rainfall the past few weeks has helped keep row crops in mostly good 
condition. Rainfall totals averaged below normal for the week, but 
scattered thunderstorms improve soil moisture in many areas. Some 
problem dry areas still remain, especially in East state, where crops, 
pastures range from very poor to only fair condition. Although pasture 
feeds improved only slightly, the recent showers should aid growth. 
Armyworms scattered throughout hay fields have become a concern for 
many growers. Cattle were rated in good-to-fair condition with some 
producers providing supplemental feed. 





TEXAS: Agricultural Summary: Conditions were hot across the state 
during early week, but were somewhat cooler later in the week. Rain 
showers crossed several portions of the Plains, Edwards Plateau as well 
as some southern locations. Rainfall measured around two inches over 
fairly wide areas. Areas of North state experienced severe thunderstorms 
early in the week with the most damage resulting from high winds. Some 
flash flood warnings were posted, but no major damage from high water 
was reported. Most other areas remained dry with the exception of a few 
late afternoon showers in southern locations. Irrigation of some summer 
crops remained necessary across areas of the Plains, but was generally 
winding down. Dryland crops continued to suffer from moisture stress 
especially in areas where rains were not received, but some crops will 


benefit from showers. Harvest moved ahead in remaining areas however, 
some delays were experienced due to wet conditions. Land preparation 
was active in many areas as preparation for fall planting continued. 
Planting of small grains was gaining momentum across North stste, 
portions of the Plains. Hay production continued across many areas of the 
state, however lack of rainfall in some locations may limit further 
production. Supplemental feeding increased slightly in some areas as a 
result of the hot and dry weather conditions, but remained very necessary 
in areas where earlier summer rains missed. Insect pressure continued to 
vary across the state, but some reduction in active populations was 
noticed in a few areas. Small Grains: Widespread rains were expected to 
help recently seeded wheat as well as land intended for small grains. 
Planting increased in areas of the Plains, but remained limited in other 
areas.Corn: Harvest for early planted corn was active in some areas of the 
Plains. Irrigation on later planted corn was halted in other areas as 
producers began preparations for harvest. Harvest of corn silage was 
active in varied locations across the Plains, however some delays were 
experienced due to rainfall in early week. Harvest of corn for grain 
continued to wind down in central and southern locations. Corn 60% of 
normal compared with 71% last year. Cotton: Good progress in irrigated 
cotton continued across the Plains, however dryland cotton was suffering 
in some areas due to dry conditions. Showers in early week brought some 
benefit to a few dryland locations. Defoliation, harvest remained active in 
central, southern locations. Stalk destruction was active in areas where 
harvest had been completed. Cotton 66% of normal compared with 44% 
last year.Sorghum: Harvest continued to be active across the state. Some 
delays were experienced as the result of passing showers. A few locations 
have reported a reduction in yield potential or crop failure due to dry 
weather conditions. Some sorghum was being baled in a few locations. 
Statewide sorghum condition was rated at 57% of normal compared with 
43% last year.Peanuts:Growth, development of peanuts continued across 
the state. Water demands remained high in some areas. A very few early 
planted peanuts were harvested in central locations. Plant diseases 
remained active in many locations. Peanut 84% of normal compared to 
64% last year.Soybeans: Harvest made good progress in central, 
southern, North state. Rice: Harvest was complete in most areas. In other 
areas, delays from wet conditions continued as the result of passing 
showers. Rice 93% of normal compared to 87% last year.Commercial 
Vegetables, Fruit and Pecans. In the Rio Grande Valley land preparation, 
planting of fall vegetables remained active in some locations, but 
conditions remained very dry.in the San Antonio-Winter Garden land 
preparation and limited planting continued for fall crops of spinach, 
cabbage, carrot, onion and small grains. In East state growth, 
development, some harvest of sweet potatoes continued. Land 
preparation for fall planting continued. In the High Plains growth, 
development, harvest continued for earlier planted potatoes, 
carrots,onions. Harvest of watermelons, cantaloupes, cucumbers 
remained active. Green Chile harvest was mostly completed in Trans 
Pecos areas. Shrimp harvest is expected to begin soon.Pecans: 
Development continued in most areas of the state, however progress was 
slower in the driest locations. Some nut drop remained active in a few 
areas as dry conditions continued. Some areas of the state have reported 
good nut fill as moisture has been adequate. Range, Livestock: Range, 
pasture recovery remained slow or stalled in many areas due to hot, dry 
weather. Several locations received showers during the week and some 
pasture improvement was expected. Haying activities continued in varied 
locations across the state. In drier locations, haying has been mostly 
suspended. Prussic acid poisoning remained a problem for some 
producers. Army worm populations remained active in some pastures. 
Supplemental feeding remained necessary across many areas ofthe state 
as pasture conditions remained unimproved. Some range, pastures 
remained dormant. Water available for livestock was very short in many 
locations, and hauling water to livestock was necessary. 





UTAH: Days suitable for field work 7. Topsoil 49% very short, 41% 
short, 10% adequate. Subsoil 45% very short, 37% short, 18% adequate. 
Oats harvested for grain 76%, 82% 2001, 75% avg. Corn: dough stage 
65%, 65% 2001, 53% avg; dent stage 19%, 23% 2001, 13% avg; 
condition 2% very poor, 8% poor, 33% fair, 46% good, 11% excellent. 
Alfalfa: hay third cutting 56%, 61% 2001, 51% avg; seed harvested 18%, 
9% 2001, 9% avg. Onions harvested 30%, 45% 2001, 22% avg. 
Potatoes harvested 7%, 9% 2001, 4% avg. Peaches picked 73%, 53% 
2001, 50% avg. Pears picked 40%, 38% 2001, 33% avg. Cattle 3% very 
poor, 12% poor, 43% fair, 36% good, 6% excellent. Forty-eight percent 
of cattle have been moved from summer ranges, and 48% of sheep have 
been moved. Sheep 12% poor, 42% fair, 41% good, 5% excellent. 
Range, Pasture feed 42% very poor, 31% poor, 24% fair, 3% good. 
Irrigation water supplies 54% very short, 33% short, 13% adequate. Stock 
water supplies 48% very short, 41% short, 11% adequate. Irrigating 
crops, cutting hay, harvesting peaches, onions, pears and potatoes were 





22 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


September 4, 2002 





some of the primary activities farmers were involved in last week. The 
majority of small grain harvest has been completed. Farmers, ranchers 
are still concerned with the lack of precipitation and water shortages. 

Temperatures ranged from the low 80's to low 90's throughout Utah with 
hotter temperatures in the southwest corner of the state. Dry conditions 
have forced the planting of fall crops to be delayed. Irrigation water 
shortages are so severe that some companies will be out of water by 
early September and many farmers have been able to irrigate only 10% 
of their land. Some farmers have reported that they will get little third cut 
of alfalfa hay while others stated that fourth cutting will begin soon. 
Severe infestations of western yellow stripped army worms have plagued 
parts of Utah while other growers have had problems with russet mites. 
Ranchers have been forced to haul hay to livestock, an expense which 
may owners have had trouble meeting. As of September 1“ cattle on 
Forest Service ground in Beaver county had to be moved and unless 
conditions improve the Forest Service may not allow cattle on Fish Lake 
Forest next year. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2. Topsoil 44% very short, 
33% short, 18% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil 49% very short, 40% 
short, 11% adequate. Pasture 40% very poor, 29% poor, 21% fair, 10% 
good. Livestock 1% very poor, 15% poor, 31% fair, 49% good, 4% 
excellent. Other Hay 33% very poor, 30% poor, 26% fair, 11% good. 
Alfalfa Hay 17% very poor, 26% poor, 35% fair, 20% good, 2% excellent. 
Corn 27% very poor, 36% poor, 21% fair, 14% good, 2% excellent. Corn 
95% dough, 83% 2001, 82% 5-yr avg. Corn 86% dent, 68% 2001, 60% 
5-yr avg. Corn 65% mature, 45% 2001, 36% 5-yr avg. Corn 16% 
harvested, 10% 2001, 6% 5-yr avg. Corn silage 48%, 18% 2001, 22% 5-yr 
avg. Soybeans 29% very poor, 30% poor, 27% fair, 12% good, 2% 
excellent. Soybeans 96% blooming, 99% 2001, 91% 5-yr avg. Soybeans 
83% setting pods, 77% 2001, 72% 5-yr avg. Soybeans 6% dropping 
leaves, 2% 2001, 2% 5-yr avg. Flue tobacco 1% very poor, 11% poor, 
33% fair, 52% good, 3% excellent. Flue tobacco 28% harvested, 57% 
2001, 41% 5-yr avg. Burley tobacco 18% poor, 41% fair, 37% good, 4% 
excellent. Burley tobacco 28% harvested, 45% 2001, 30% 5-yr avg. Dark 
Fire Cured tobacco 4% very poor, 25% poor, 42% fair, 29% good. Dark 
Fire Cured tobacco 60% harvested, 67% 2001, 59% 5-yr avg. Sun 
tobacco 8% very poor, 46% poor, 38% fair, 8% good. Sun tobacco 60% 
harvested, 71% 2001, 51% 5-yr avg. Peanuts 10% very poor, 24% poor, 
35% fair, 27% good, 4% excellent. Cotton 6% very poor, 31% poor, 30% 
fair, 30% good, 3% excellent. Cotton 34% opening bolls, 19% 2001, 20% 
5-yr avg. Apples 10% very poor, 14% poor, 42% fair, 34% good. Fall 
Apples 27% harvested, NA% 2001, NA% 5-yr avg. Peaches 97% 
harvested, 84% 2001, 86% 5-yr avg. Rain finally brought some much 
needed relief to Virginia as most of the counties reported some sort of 
precipitation this week. The rain seemed to help some pastures, hay 
fields. It even gave soybean crops a chance to fill pods. However, the rain 
may have been too late to help the corn crop as harvest showed highly 
variable yields. The tobacco crop responded well to the much needed 
precipitation and should continue to improve with more. One county 
reported major hail damage to most of its tobacco crop during some 
passing storms. Other activities for the week included marketing feeder 
cattle, hauling water to livestock, chopping silage, harvesting late hay, 
fertilizing pastures, hay fields, spraying for Corn Earworm, harvesting 
corn, cleaning, repairing peanut harvesting equipment, preparing for fall 
small grain seedings. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork averaged 6.9. Topsoil 6% 
very short, 57% short, and 37% adequate. Subsoil 2% very short, 45% 
short, and 53% adequate. Irrigation water supply was 1% short and 99% 
adequate. The highest temperature in the state was 98° in Colville. 
Thelowest temperature in the state, 43° in Stampede Pass. Winter wheat 
was 98% harvested and 10% planted. Spring wheat was 94% harvested. 
Barley was 90% harvested. Wheat, barley harvest began to wind down, 
with a few producers still harvesting in the later areas. Winter wheat 
seeding began in the earliest parts of the state. Field corn 6% fair and 
94% good. Corn for silage was 6% harvested. Dry edible bean conditions 
were 2% poor, 7% fair, and 91% good. Dry edible beans were 12% 
harvested. Dry peas were 97% harvested. Potato conditions were at 14% 


fair, 80% good and 6% excellent. Potatoes were 34% harvested. Pend 
Orielle and Spokane Counties reported pasture conditions were average 
for this time of year and some producers reported supplemental feeding. 
Hay, other roughage 6% short and 94% adequate. Alfalfa third cutting 
was 96% complete. Range, pasture feeds 4% very poor, 47% poor, 30% 
fair, and 19% good. In central state, peaches, pears, hops, potatoes, 
sweet corn, onions, carrots, early apples were being harvested. Skagit 
County reported ideal conditions for blackberries, the harvest completion 
for blueberries. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil 34% very 
short, 45% short, 21% adequate, compared to 23% very short, 47% short, 
30% adequate last week, 21% short, 77% adequate, 2% surplus in 2001. 
Corn n 5% very poor, 5% poor, 35% fair, 49% good, 6% excellent; Corn 
doughing 84%, 63% last week, 76% 2001, 79% 5-yr avg; Corn dent 46%, 
20% last week, 48% 2001, 45% 5-yr avg; Corn mature 12%, 2% last 
week, 9% 2001, 15% 5-yr avg. Soybeans condition 2% very poor, 11% 
poor, 27% fair, 59% good, 1% excellent; Soybeans podding 93%, 91% 
last week, 72% 2001, 86% 5-yr avg; Soybeans dropping leaves 40%, 13% 
last week, 18% 2001, 27% 5-yr avg. Winter wheat planted 6%, 9% 2001. 
Tobacco condition, 3% poor, 31% fair, 62% good, 4% excellent; Tobacco 
topped 95%, 90% last week, 86% 2001, 89% 5-yr avg; Tobacco harvested 
25%, 23% last week, 32% 2001. Hay 1% very poor, 20% poor, 43% fair, 
32% good, 4% excellent; Hay 2" cut 91%, 90% last week, 81% 2001, 
80% 5-yr avg; Hay 3 cut 54%, 39% last week, 41% 2001, 36% 5-yr avg. 
Apple condition 100% fair; Apples harvested 15%, 10% last week. Peach 
100% fair; Peaches harvested 81%, 80% last week,. Cattle, calves 3% 
poor, 24% fair, 68% good, 5% excellent. Sheep and Lambs, 2% poor, 
37% fair, 59% good, 2% excellent. Conditions remained similar to last 
week. Weather permitted farmers to continue with cutting hay, topping, 
harvesting tobacco, harvesting fruits, vegetables. Seasonal temperatures, 
widely scattered thunderstorms were the norm across the state providing 
limited rainfall in most areas. Some early feeding of hay to livestock has 
begun, concerns for water supplies have returned with some water hauling 
reported. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Soil 3% very short, 20% 
short, 72% adequate, 5% surplus. The past week saw warm weather and 
little to no rain. The rains from the previous week went to good use in 
improving hay crop quantity for both third, fourth crops. Heavy overnight 
dew slowed hay harvest in some areas. Small grain harvest was winding 
down across the northern tier of counties. The warm weather also helped 
to fill out soybeans, some late corn. Pasture feed 4% very poor, 14% poor, 
28% fair, 49% good, 5% excellent. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 65% very short, 
26% short, 9% adequate. Irrigation water supply 46% very short, 28% 
short, 26% adequate. Oats condition 28% very poor, 23% poor, 34% fair, 
15% good. Corn condition 8% very poor, 19% poor, 27% fair, 44% good, 
2% excellent. Sugarbeet condition 8% very poor, 12% poor, 29% fair, 
46% good, 5% excellent. Dry beans condition 9% very poor, 19% poor, 
36% fair, 33% good, 3% excellent. Barley harvested 80%, 91% 2001, 
82% average. Spring wheat mature 88%, 98% 2001, 98% average; 
harvested 85%, 87% 2001, 79% average. Oats turning color 94%, 100% 
2001, 100% average; mature 84%, 97% 2001, 90% average; harvested 
68%, 81% 2001, 68% average. Dry Beans setting pods 97%, 100% 2001, 
99% average; leaves turning 75%, 98% 2001, 89% average; windrowed 
19%, 39% 2001, 32% average; combined 5%, 14% 2001, 6% average. 
Corn silked 95%, 100% 2001, 100% average; milk 90%, 95% 2001, 97% 
average; dough 72%, 76% 2001, 86% average; dented 22%, 23% 2001, 
38% average; mature 0%, 2% 2001, 4% average, silage 14%, 10% 2001, 
8% average. Alfalfa 2" cutting 78%, 94% 2001, 83% average; 3” cutting 
10%, 35% 2001, 14% average. Other hay harvested 95%, 99% 2001, 
95% average. Range, pasture feed 56% very poor, 24% poor, 16% fair, 
4% good. Cattle condition 5% poor, 42% fair, 52% good, 1% excellent. 
Calves condition 4% poor, 41% fair, 54% good, 1% excellent. Sheep 
condition 4% poor, 36% fair, 59% good, 1% excellent. Lambs condition 
4% poor, 37% fair, 58% good, 1% excellent. 
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’ aged 25 -31, 2002 
International Weather and Crop Highlights and Summaries 
provided by USDA/WAOB 





HIGHLIGHTS 


EUROPE: In France, Belgium, and central Germany, rain continued 
to hamper winter grain harvesting. However, drier weather aided 
winter grain harvesting in England, northern Germany, and Eastern 
Europe. 


FSU-WESTERN: Although dry weather continued to favor summer 
crop maturation and fieldwork for winter grain planting in most 
areas, a lack of topsoil moisture in northern Russia likely hampered 
crop emergence. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: Unseasonably cold, rainy weather continued 
to slow spring grain maturation in north-central Kazakstan and 
adjacent areas in Russia. 


AUSTRALIA: Scattered, light showers fell in major winter grain- 
producing areas, but much more rain was needed to end the severe 
drought and to encourage summer crop planting during September. 


CANADA: Locally heavy rainfall was unfavorable for unharvested 
spring grains and oilseeds in the southeastern Prairies. 


EASTERN ASIA: Drier weather helped to alleviate flooding in 
southern China, while a typhoon brought flooding and crop damage 
to South Korea. 


SOUTH ASIA: Monsoon showers reached into Gujarat, providing 
relief to drought-stricken groundnuts. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Heavy showers in Thailand provided 


beneficial rain for main-season rice but slowed corn harvesting. 


MEXICO: Soil moisture remained adequate for reproductive to 
filling summer crops in the corn belt, but warm, dry weather stressed 
summer crops in the lower Rio Grande Valley. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Locally heavy rain benefited winter wheat 
areas of Argentina and Brazil 
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COUNTR CITY 


NORWAY OSLO 
SWEDEN GOTEBORG 
FINLAN HELSINKI 
UKINGD ABERDEEN 
MANCHESTER 
CARDIFF 
LONDON 
IRELAN DUBLIN 
ICELAN REYKJAVIK 
DENMAR COPENHAGEN 
LUXEMB LUXEMBOURG 
SWITZE ZURICH 
GENEVA 
FRANCE PARIS/ORLY 
STRASBOURG 
BOURGES 
BORDEAUX 
TOULOUSE 
MARSEILLE 
VALLADOLID 
MADRID 
SEVILLE 
PORTUG LISBON 
GERMAN HAMBURG 
BERLIN 
DUSSELDORF 
LEIPZIG 
DRESDEN 
STUTTGART 
NURNBERG 
AUGSBURG 
AUSTRI VIENNA 
INNSBRUCK 
ICZECHR PRAGUE 
POLAND WARSAW 
LODZ 
KATOWICE 
PRZEMYSL 
HUNGAR BUDAPEST 
YUGOSL BELGRADE 
ROMANI BUCHAREST 
BULGAR SOFIA 
ITALY MILAN 
VERONA 
VENICE 
GENOA 
ROME 
NAPLES 
GREECE THESSALONIKA 
LARISSA 
ATHENS 
TURKEY ISTANBUL 
ANKARA 
CYPRUS LARNACA 
ESTONI TALLINN 
RUSSIA ST.PETERSBURG 
LITHUA KAUNAS 
BELARU MINSK 
RUSSIA KAZAN 
MOSCOW 
YEKATERINBURG 
OMSK 
KAZAKH KUSTANAY 
RUSSIA BARNAUL 
KHABAROVSK 
VLADIVOSTOK 
UKRAIN KIEV 
LVOV 
KIROVOGRAD 
ODESSA 





25 
24 
25 
18 
21 

22 
23 
19 
13 
24 
23 
23 
24 
25 
25 
24 
25 
26 
29 
28 
31 

33 
28 
25 
27 
24 
26 
25 
23 
24 
23 
25 
24 
25 
27 
26 
25 
27 
28 
28 
24 
29 
27 
27 
26 
27 
30 
31 
32 
32 
29 
28 
34 
23 
23 
27 
26 
20 
23 
17 
20 
22 
24 
23 
21 

25 
26 
27 
26 


TEMPERATURE 
(C) 
Hi LO 
MAX MIN 

28 7 
28 10 
29 10 
23 6 
27 8 
25 12 
30 

22 

17 

28 

31 

29 

30 

34 

31 

33 

32 

33 

32 

36 

36 

38 

36 

30 

33 

32 

30 

29 

29 

29 

28 

29 

30 

28 

33 

31 

28 

23 

31 

34 

32 

30 

32 

30 

30 

29 

31 

35 

36 

39 

37 

39 

38 

41 

29 

29 

31 

32 

31 

32 

28 

29 

34 

38 

30 

26 

32 

29 

31 

33 


PRECIPITATION 
(MM) 
DPART 
TOTAL F/NRM 
61 -20 
19 -57 
16 66 
88 


60 
37 
55 
71 
77 





Based on Preliminary Reports 
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COUNTR CITY TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION |COUNTR CITY TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION 
(C) (MM) (C) (MM) 
HI LO DPART HI LO DPART 
MAX MAX MIN TOTAL F/NRM MAX MIN TOTAL F/NRM 
YALTA 28 3318 34 -19 NAIROBI 2710 8 8 
RUSSIA SARATOV 24 36 13 -23 DAR ES SALAAM 31 18 130 
UKRAIN KHARKOV 26 33 26 -49 LIBREVILLE 30) «24 
RUSSIA VOLGOGRAD 27 36 9 -19 LOME oh <3 
ASTRAKHAN 30 36 10 -13 OUAGADOUGOU 36 20 
KRASNODAR 27 34 63 34 ABIDJAN 27 
ORENBURG 24 37 19 -10 MAPUTO 34 
KAZAKH TSELINOGRAD 26 38 15 - LUSAKA 31 
KARAGANDA 28 40 1 KADOMA 31 
GEORG! TBILISI 30 36 50 PRETORIA 27 
UZBEKI TASHKENT 35 41 1 JOHANNESBURG 23 
TURKME ASHKHABAD 37 43 0 . BETHAL 2 
SYRIA DAMASCUS 37 43 0 DURBAN 28 
ISRAEL JERUSALEM 30 37 0 CAPE TOWN 28 
PAKIST KARACHI 31 39 . 32 : CANADA TORONTO 35 
INDIA —- AMRITSAR 35 38 MONTREAL 35 
NEW DELHI 34 39 126 WINNIPEG 31 
AHMEDABAD 32 36 REGINA 30 
INDORE 27 38 . 351 SASKATOON 32 
CALCUTTA 32 35 . 436 LETHBRIDGE 30 
VERAVAL 29 32 285 CALGARY 31 
BOMBAY 29 32 d 682 EDMONTON 31 
POONA 27 30 . VANCOUVER 27 
BEGAMPET 29 32 . MEXICO GUADALAJARA 29 
VISHAKHAPATNAM 31 34 TLAXCALA 27 
MADRAS 35 38 ORIZABA 28 
MANGALORE 29 31 BERMUD ST GEORGES 33 
HONGKO HONG KONG INT 33 35 BAHAMA NASSAU 36 
NKORE PYONGYANG 28 31 . CUBA —_—- HAVANA 33 
SKORE SEOUL 27 32 2 . JAMAIC KINGSTON 5 
JAPAN SAPPORO 24 31 2 . : PRICO SAN JUAN 33 
NAGOYA 35 38 GUADEL  RAIZET 34 
TOKYO 32 35 -35  |MARTIN LAMENTIN 32 
YOKOHAMA 31 35 6 |BARBAD BRIDGETOWN 32 
KYOTO 33 36 TRINID PORT OF SPAIN 34 
OSAKA 34 37 . COLOMB BOGOTA 21 
THAILA = PHITSANULOK 33 35 VENEZU CARACAS 34 
BANGKOK 33 35 . . FGUIA CAYENNE 34 
MALAYS KUALA LUMPUR 3 35 1 [BRAZIL FORTALEZA 32 
VIETNA HANOI! 33 36 . RECIFE 30 
CHINA HARBIN 25 31 - CAMPO GRANDE 38 
HAMI 36 40 . FRANCA 31 
LANCHOW 30 38 RIO DE JANEIRO 33 
BEIJING 31 35 . LONDRINA 33 
TIENTSIN 31 36 . SANTA MARIA 34 
LHASA 21 26 TORRES 24 
KUNMING 23 28 - ; PERU LIMA 19 
CHENGCHOW 31 37 BOLIV| LAPAZ 16 
YEHCHANG 31 37 . CHILE SANTIAGO 23 
HANKOW 31 36 . ARGENT IGUAZU 33 
CHUNGKING 1 37 FORMOSA 34 
CHIHKIANG 30 36 - 5 CERES 34 
WU HU 31 37 . CORDOBA 36 
SHANGHAI 30 38 , RIO CUARTO 31 
NANCHANG 31 37 . . ROSARIO 32 
TAIPE| 34 37 . BUENOS AIRES 31 
CANTON 332 SANTA ROSA 26 
NANNING 32 35 TRES ARROYOS 23 
CANARY LAS PALMAS 26 32 . MARSHA MAJURO 31 
MOROCC CASABLANCA 25 26 -1 |NEWCA NOUMEA 30 
MARRAKECH 34 39 . Fil NAUSORI 32 
ALGERI ALGER 31 36 SAMOA PAGO PAGO 33 
BATNA 33 41 TAHIT| PAPEETE 30 
TUNIS| TUNIS 33 43 PNEWGU PORT MORESBY 31 
NIGER NIAMEY 33 37 NZEALA AUCKLAND 16 
MALI TIMBUKTU 37 41 “ WELLINGTON 16 
BAMAKO 31 33 AUSTRA DARWIN 34 
MAURIT NOUAKCHOTT 33 39 . BRISBANE 24 
SENEGA DAKAR 30 33 ; PERTH 26 
ICHAGOS DIEGO GARCIA “~ 29 CEDUNA 30 
LIBYA — TRIPOLI 36 43 ADELAIDE 23 
BENGHAZI 32 43 MELBOURNE 20 
EGYPT CAIRO 35 40 2 WAGGA 24 


ASWAN 42 46 : CANBERRA 20 
ETHIOP ADDIS ABABA 19 23 INDONE SERANG 33 


Based on Preliminary Reports 
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___EUROPE 

Another in a series of slow-moving, low-pressure systems 
affected northwestern Europe, producing unseasonably 
heavy rain across the region, slowing winter grain 
harvesting. The heaviest rain fell throughout the week in 
England (25-75 mm or more) and the Benelux countries (20- 
50 mm), possibly causing some lodging and reducing grain 
quality. Wet weather (5-50 mm) also slowed winter grain 
harvesting in portions of northern France, northern 
Germany, and Denmark. The rain, however, benefited 
reproductive summer crops across the region, especially in 
west-central France. In Poland, the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, and the rest of Germany, scattered showers (5-40 
mm) caused minor delays in winter grain harvesting but 
favored reproductive summer crops. In southeastern 
Europe, a slow-moving, low-pressure system dissipated by 
midweek, but not before producing highly beneficial 
widespread showers (10-30 mm or more) for reproductive to 
filling summer crops, especially in Bulgaria, Serbia, and 
southern Romania. However, portions of northeastern 
Hungary still missed the beneficial rains, stressing corn. In 
Greece, unseasonably heavy rain (10-39 mm) increased 
: moisture supplies for cotton, but the cloudy, cool weather 
g N H n ‘ slowed cotton development. In southern Spain, dry, near- 
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requirements for summer crops. In northwestern Europe, a 
brief hot spell favored winter grain harvesting, before 
cooler, wetter weather arrived. Temperatures averaged 2 to 
6 degrees C above normal from southern England and the 
Benelux countries eastward across Germany and into eastern 
Europe, aiding winter grain maturation and harvesting. 
Temperatures averaged 1 to 2 degrees C below normal 
across northern Spain, southern France, most of Italy, and 
the southern Balkans, reducing crop water use for irrigated 
and rain-fed summer crops. 











_FSU-WESTERN 


In Russia, a strong ridge of high pressure kept most of the 
region unseasonably warm and dry, favoring rapid winter 
grain harvesting. However, the combination of unfavorable 
heat (maximum temperatures ranging from 35-38 degrees C) 
and dryness in major corn and sunflower-producing areas of 
the Southern Region and lower Volga Valley increased 
stress on crops in the reproductive to filling stages of 
development. Reports as of July 29 from Russia indicated 
that grain was about 23 percent harvested. In Ukraine, 
showers and thunderstorms (25-50 mm or more) stabilized 
conditions for corn and sunflowers in south-central areas, 
while unseasonably warm, dry weather allowed rapid winter 
ae A wheat and spring grain harvesting over the remainder of the 

; aide! country. Reports as of July 31 from Ukraine indicated that 

UKRAINE al f grain was about 81 percent harvested. Hot weather 

Southern  W 











widmidiais | continued to plague corn and sunflower areas in southern 
RN FSU | and eastern Ukraine, where maximum temperatures on most 
Regiod Otal Precipitatt m) | days ranged from 31 to 38 degrees C. In Belarus and the 
= al | Baltics, unseasonably hot weather was accompanied by 
Pie CASPIAN , scattered afternoon showers and thunderstorms. The hot 
aan | weather in these areas hastened maturity in winter grains, 
CUMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA O~10_ 25. | while several days of dry weather helped harvest activities. 
Reports from Belarus as of July 30 indicated that grain was 
about 69 percent harvested, compared with 16 percent on 
the same date last year. Weekly temperatures averaged 4 to 
7 degrees C above normal in Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, and 

the Baltics. 
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FSU-NEWLANDS 





Wet, cool weather persisted across spring wheat areas in 
north-central Kazakstan and most of Russia, slowing crop 
maturation and early harvest activities. Rainfall in these 
areas generally ranged from 10 to 40 mm, with some 
locations reporting amounts in excess of 40 mm. 
Furthermore, weekly temperatures averaged | to 4 degrees 
C below normal, with minimum temperatures ranging from 
5 to 10 degrees C. Reports from Russia as of September 2 
indicated that the grains were about 60 percent harvested. 
In cotton-producing areas of Central Asia, seasonably dry 
weather was accompanied by weekly temperatures that 
averaged near to slightly below normal in northern 
Uzbekistan and 1 to 3 degrees C above normal in 
Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, and eastern Uzbekistan. Recent 
reports indicated that the cotton harvest is about to begin in 
Uzbekistan. 





AUSTRALIA 








Rain boosted topsoil moisture for vegetative winter wheat in 
Western Australia (5-15 mm). More rain would be 
welcomed in eastern parts of this region because persistent 
dryness has likely caused declines in crop conditions. 
Farther east, widely scattered, mostly light showers (less 
than 5 mm) fell across South Australia, northern Victoria, 
and New South Wales, providing little drought relief in 
eastern areas. In extreme northern New South Wales and 
southern Queensland, more widespread showers (3-25 mm) 
improved topsoil moisture for jointing to reproductive 
winter grains. Much more rain is needed, however, to end 
the severe drought and encourage summer crop planting 
during September. Temperatures in southern Australia were 
generally seasonable, favoring crop development in the few 
areas where moisture supplies were adequate. In New 
Zealand, mostly dry (less than 5 mm), seasonably mild 
weather favored fieldwork in agricultural areas. 





CANADA 





Unseasonably wet weather returned to the eastern Prairies, 
increasing soil moisture reserves but hampering autumn 
fieldwork and raising crop quality concerns. Locally heavy 
rain (25-50 mm or more) may have caused some lodging in 
southeastern Saskatchewan and southern Manitoba. 
Harvesting was reportedly behind schedule in the wettest 
areas, and unharvested crops were susceptible to damage for 
the untimely rainfall. Elsewhere in the Prairies, light 
showers (10 mm or less) caused minor fieldwork delays, 
although pockets of heavier rain (10-25 mm) boosted soil 
moisture levels for late-season pasture recovery in southern 
Alberta. Unseasonable warmth (temperatures averaging 2 
to 4 degrees C above normal, with lows staying well above 
freezing) spurred late summer crop development across the 
Prairies. In eastern Canada, seasonably mild, dry weather 
favored corn and soybean maturation. 
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c EASTERN ASIA 
Shower activity tapered off across southern China, with most locations 
recording less than 10 mm. A few pockets of heavier rain (25-50 mm) 
lingered from Hunan to Jiangsu, but the overall drier conditions allowed 
floodwaters to recede in highly threatened rice areas of the middle 
Yangtze Valley, and likely allowed a resumption in main-season rice 
harvesting. In contrast, Typhoon Rusa struck South Korea on August 
31 with sustained winds of 70 knots, bringing inundating rain (100-200 
mm or more) to much of the south and east, creating the potential for 
some damage to maturing rice, and other crops. Heavy rain (greater 
than 100 mm) grazed southern Japan prior to landfall in southern Korea, 
but mostly dry, warm weather favored maturation of rice and other 
summer crops on Honshu and Hokkaido. Showery weather (10-25 mm, 
locally exceeding 40 mm) continued in Manchuria, keeping maturing 
corn and soybeans unseasonably wet. On September 1 and 2, the 
remnants of Rusa brought locally heavy rain to coastal areas of North 
Korea and Russia (Vladivostok) but did not affect northeastern China. 
On the North China Plain, mostly dry, unseasonably warm weather 
(temperatures averaging 3-5 degrees C above normal, with highs in the 
middle 30s degrees C) continued to hasten maturity of corn, soybeans, 
and other summer crops while limiting soil moisture for preparation of 
winter wheat fields. However, cotton is typically harvested from 
September through October and fiber quality would benefit from a 
continuation of unseasonable dryness. 
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Showers remained heavy throughout Thailand, boosting moisture 
supplies for main-season rice, but causing delays in final corn 
harvesting. Light to moderate showers (10-50 mm) caused only minor 
delays to 10" month rice harvesting in northern Vietnam, while 
maintaining moisture supplies for rice in the south. Summer-autumn 
rice harvesting was completed in the Mekong Delta of southern 
Vietnam. In the Philippines, moderate to heavy showers (25-100 mm) 
provided some delays in main-season rice harvesting, while corn 
harvesting is nearly complete. Rainfall increased in peninsular 
Malaysia and Sumatra, providing adequate moisture for oil palm. In 
Java, Indonesia, although unseasonable dryness continued in the region, 
irrigation supplies remained adequate for second-season rice. The 
dryness in Indonesia has been attributed to the current El Nifio. 


Heavy monsoon showers (100-200 mm) brought relief to drought- 
stricken groundnuts in Gujarat, while increasing soil moisture for 
soybeans and cotton in western Madhya Pradesh. The showers 
extended eastward into rain-fed rice areas of Orissa and northern 
Andhra Pradesh. Showers (10-25 mm) were light in northern India 
and along the Gangetic Plain, where it continued to be too dry. 
Moderate showers (25-50 mm) fell in northern Pakistan, providing 
some drought relief. Heavy showers abated in Bangladesh and the 
eastern Indian states, providing some relief from the excessive 
wetness. Typically, the monsoon begins to withdraw from northern 
areas during the first half of September. 
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MEXICO 





Warm, dry weather continued to stress summer crops and 
pastures in the lower Rio Grande watershed. Meanwhile, 
light showers (5-20 mm) fell across the southern Plateau 
corn belt, where soil moisture remained adequate for 
reproductive to filling corn. Light showers (10-60 mm) 
covered the western Sierra Madre, increasing irrigation 
supplies and favoring pastures and summer crops in 
Chihuahua. Widespread showers (10-50 mm, with isolated 
amounts greater than 100 mm) covered Veracruz, 
southeastern Mexico, the Yucatan Peninsula, and Belize, 
favoring summer crops, coffee, and sugarcane. Light to 
moderate showers (5-30 mm) fell in Honduras, where 
moisture supplies remained adequate for field and tree 
crops. Temperatures averaged 1 to 2 degrees C above 
normal across northern Mexico, increasing crop water use 
and irrigation demands, but temperatures were near normal 
across the corn belt. 





SOUTH AMERICA 





Timely rain benefited winter wheat in important growing 
areas of Argentina and Brazil. In Argentina, substantial rain 
(10-50 mm or more) fell for the second week in Buenos 
Aires and prime growing areas in neighboring states. 
Temperatures averaged near to above normal, with frost 
confined to western growing areas. According to 
independent analysts, winter wheat and sunflowers were 
reportedly 99 and 19 percent planted as of August 31, 
respectively. In southern Brazil, beneficial rain (10-25 mm 
or more, locally exceeding 50 mm) fell as far north as the 
northern winter wheat belt (eastern Mato Grosso do Sul, 
western Sao Paulo, and western Parana), bringing some 
drought reliefto immature crops. Moderate rain (10-25 mm 
or more) continued in Rio Grande do Sul, keeping immature 
winter wheat unseasonably wet. According to independent 
analyst Safras e Mercado, Brazil’s coffee was 91 percent 
harvested by August 29, slightly ahead of the 89 percent at 
the same time last year. 
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DRYNESS AND HEAT RESULT IN SEVERE 





DROUGHT ACROSS MUCH OF 





SENEGAL AND THE SURROUNDING AREA 





By: Chester Schmitt 





Rain began falling across much of Senegal during the 
middie of June as the inter-tropical convergence zone 
(ITCZ) advanced northward across the African Sahel. 
However, the ITCZ 
halted its usual 
northward migration 
and even retrograded 
back towards the south 
during late June and 
2 into July (fig. 1). As a 
result, the rains across 

@ oenegal and the 
7) Surrounding areas 
“came to an end before 
the rainy season had a 
chance to get 
established. With the ITCZ south of its climatological 
position, easterly waves which typically move across 
Senegal by-passed the region to the south, moving across 
Guinea instead. As a result, little if any rainfall occurred 
across Senegal, Gambia, southern Mauritania and adjacent 
portions of southern Mali throughout July and the beginning 
of August. The extent 
of the dryness was 
evident in the AVHRR 
NDVI Anomaly for 
August 1 - 15, 2002 
(fig.2). By August 9", 
only 23 mm of rain had 
fallen across Senegal’s 
Groundnut Basin. This 
is only 13% of the 
normal season to date rainfall, which is 171 mm. This 
season to date total is much less than the season to date 
total on the same date in 
1983 (64 mm). 
Standardized Anomaly 

Rainfall Index data over 

* ‘hl = , Senegal suggests that 1983 
lh Hr ir hry) Was the driest season since 
yr Ys cost 1980 (fig. 3). 

Looking at figure 4, we see 
that the Groundnut Basin of 
Senegal (as of mid-August) 
was drier in 2002 (red line) than in 1983 (green line). In 
addition to the lack of rainfall, scorching heat baked most 
of Senegal and the surrounding area during much of June, 
July and early August. The ITCZ separates the hot, dry air 
of the Sahara from the warm, moist air of the Gulf of 
Guinea. The southward position of the ITCZ allowed the 
hot, dry air to remain across Senegal. The mercury soared 
into the upper 30's and lower 40's, which resulted in much 
above normal temperatures. Tambacounda, Senegal 
reported above normal temperatures 80 out of the 90 days 
prior to August 26, 2002 (fig. 5). Temperatures averaged 5 
deg C or more above normal on seven of these days. This 
resulted in a 90-day average temperature anomaly greater 
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Figure 1 





AVHRR NDVI Anomaly: Aug 1 - 15, 2002 
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than 2.5 deg C (fig. 5). 
Since August 10", 
northward advancement 
of the ITCZ has allowed 
seasonal rains to return 
to Senegal (fig. 6), 
bringing relief from the 
oppressive heat and 
dryness. However, it 
may be too little, too late for many crops in the area. 
According the Associated Press, much of the peanut and 
millet crop in Senegal has been destroyed. According to 
the Vice President of Gambia, the rice crop in that country 
is a “total failure”, and the failure rate of millet and maize 
arse gypne tt Mean Position of the ITCZ 
Mauritania, Senegal’s August 1-10, 2002 vs Long Term Mean 
neighbor to the north, —-—-=— 

has also been hard-hit . ° 

by the drought (fig. 7). & 

According to World 

Vision International, = 

Cattle HAVE GiCA AMG gay sony seer nensseean 

crops have been lost S# cmwscn se 

due to the drought. In Figure 6 

Senegal, the rainy 

season typically ends on or around the last week of 
September. Therefore, there are only a few weeks left in 
which the region can receive wet season rainfall. After the 
rainy season ends, Senegal begins its eight month dry 
season. 
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